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The symposium, part of the Ottoman Mobilities and Interactions project and organised 
by the British International Research Institutes (BIRI) in partnership with Sabancı 
University, brings together one keynote lecture and twenty-four papers that explore 
the Ottoman Empire as a dynamic web of circulation, in which the movement of people, 
objects, and ideas continuously shaped and reshaped the imperial fabric. Supported 
by the British Academy, the contributions gathered here approach mobility not as 
a secondary effect of imperial expansion, but as a constitutive force that actively 
produced the social, political, economic, and cultural realities of the Ottoman world.

Across the Ottoman domains, connectivity was not simply a background condition 
but a generative process. Networks of exchange, migration, and communication 
transformed landscapes, reconfigured relationships between centre and periphery, 
and mediated the circulation of knowledge, commodities, and cultural practices. 
These flows intersected with imperial infrastructures and institutions, shaping modes 
of governance, generating new social hierarchies, and giving rise to complex trans-
imperial entanglements.

Drawing on history, art history, anthropology, archaeology, and related fields, the 
symposium traces these dynamics from early modern patterns of circulation to the 
profound transformations in transport, administration, and border regimes during 
the long nineteenth century. The studies presented here illuminate how mobility 
informed lived experiences across regions as diverse as the Balkans, Anatolia, 
the Mediterranean, Southwest Asia, and North and East Africa, underscoring the 
multiplicity of ‘Ottoman’ contexts.

Symposium
Ottoman Mobilities 
and Interactions

13-15 April 2026
Istanbul, Türkiye
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8:30 – 9:00	 Registration

9:00 – 9:15	 Welcome Speeches:
	 Lutgarde Vandeput, British Institute at Ankara (BIAA)
	 Ayşe Ozil, Sabancı University
	 Peter Cherry, BIAA

9:15 – 10:00	 Keynote Speech: 
	 Between Mobility and Control: 
	 Migration, State Power, and Individual Agency in the Late Ottoman Empire
	 İlkay Yılmaz, Freie Universität Berlin

10:00 – 10:30	 Coffee Break

10:30 – 12:00	 Panel 1: 
	 Regulating Movement: States, Subjects, and the Politics of Displacement 
	 Chair: Rachel Ibreck 
	 Goldsmiths, University of London; British Institute in Eastern Africa

	 Governing the Displaced: Ottoman Refugee Politics and  
	 the Genealogy of Modern Population Management	
	 Aytek Soner Alpan, BIRI/BIAA; Middle East Technical University 

	 Armenian Women in Transit, Disobedient Photographers Behind the Camera 
	 Hazal Özdemir, University of Michigan

	 From Istanbul to Beirut:  
	 Circulating Knowledge and Governing Mobility in the Ottoman Empire
	 Büşra Elif Özçelik, Florida State University

12:00 – 13:00	 Lunch Break

13:00 – 14:30	 Panel 2:  
	 Expertise on the Move: Knowledge, Practice, and Imperial Circulation
	 Chair: Lutgarde Vandeput, British Institute at Ankara

	 Ottoman Archaeologists on the Go:  
	 Mobility, Expertise, and the Limits of Governance
	 Filiz Tütüncü Çağlar, Independent Researcher

	 Traveling for Health:  
	 Ottoman Elites, European Spas, and Medical Knowledge on the Move
	 Zeynep Ece Şahin, Technical University of Munich

Day 1
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April 13, 2026 Monday

	 An Ottoman Intermediary:  
	 Armenag Sakisian (1872–1944) and the Routes of Islamic Art History
	 Gizem Tongo, BIRI/BIAA; University of Oxford; Lusail Museum

14:30 – 15:00	 Coffee Break

15:00 – 16:30	 Panel 3:  
	 Texts in Transit: Languages, Genres, and Readers on the Move 
	 Chair: Şima İmşir, Koç University

	 The Polyglot Vocabulary: An Ottoman Genre
	 Rachel Mairs, University of Reading

	 Athens to Istanbul, Mount Athos to Los Angeles:  
	 Late Ottoman Works and Readers of Transgressive Popular Literature
	 Kutay Onaylı, University of Oxford

	 Dressing the Part: Worlding Masculinities, Mobilities and “the Dandy” 
	 through Ahmet Mithat Efendi’s Felâtun Bey ile Râkım Efendi (1875)
	 Peter Cherry, BIAA

16:30 – 17:00	 Coffee Break

17:00 – 18:30	 Panel 4:  
	 Networks of Interest: Merchants, Brokers, and Informal Power 
	 Chair: Marloes Cornelissen Aydemir, Sabancı University

 	 From Istanbul to Venice:  
	 Freemasonry, Elite Mobilities and Italian-Ottoman Networks 1908-1911
	 Luis Miguel Selvelli, Levantine Heritage Foundation

	 The Currency of Movement: Bernardino Nogara and  
	 the Italian Economic Expansion in the Late Ottoman Empire
	 Mehmet Doğar, BIRI/BIAA; University of Cambridge

	 Merchants, Law, and Subjecthood in Ottoman Borderlands
	 Dilyara Agisheva, University of Erfurt  

19:00 – 21:00 	 Evening Meal for Speakers and Panel Chairs
	 Fıccın Restaurant, İstiklal Caddesi. Kallavi Sk. No:13/1. Beyoğlu / İstanbul
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9:30 – 11:00	 Panel 5: 
	 Moving Against One’s Will: Captivity, Punishment, and Displacement
	 Chair: İlkay Yılmaz, Freie Universität Berlin

	 Mapping Forced Mobilities:  
	 English Captives and the Geography of Ransom in 1646
	 Ahmet Tekin, BIRI/BIAA; Istanbul University

	 Missionary Networks and Forced Displacement  
	 in the Late Ottoman Mediterranean and Nile Valley
	 Weston Bland, University of Oxford

	 From Local Prisons to Central Penitentiaries:  
	 Mobility, Transfers and the Circulation of Women Criminals  
	 in the Late Ottoman Empire
	 Gizem Sivri, Freie Universität Berlin
 
11:00 – 11:30	 Coffee Break

11:30 – 13:00	 Panel 6:  
	 The Mobile City: Exile, Infrastructure, and Urban Encounters 
	 Chair: Aylin Orbaşlı,  
	 Oxford Brookes University; British Institute at Ankara

	 An Urban Locus of Mobility:  
	 Exile, Career, and Spiritual Migration in Early Modern Bursa
	 Ekin Can Göksoy, Istanbul Research Institute

	 “Ionians Behaving Badly”:  
	 Mobility and Working-class Cosmopolitanism in Ottoman Cities
	 Thomas William Gallant, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

	 Maintaining the Empire, Repairing the Frontier:  
	 Keeping the Hejaz Railway Functioning in the Desert (1908-1914)
	 Zeynep Ecem Pulas, Max Planck Institute for the History of Science 

13:00 – 14:00	 Lunch Break

Day 2
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April 14, 2026 Tuesday

14:00 – 15:30	 Panel 7:  
	 Between Shrines and Institutions: Religious Authority and Movement
	 Chair: Ayşe Ozil, Sabancı University

	 Lay Mobility and Ecclesiastical Governance:  
	 Merchant Brokerage and the Institutionalization of the Archbishopric  
	 of Ohrid in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Empire
	 Nikola Kjirikj, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University

	 The “Miraculous Events of Feriköy”: 
	 Urban and Religious Mobility in the Outskirts of Ottoman Istanbul  
	 (1880-1900)
	 Gabriel Doyle, IAE-ANAMED

	 Mystical Mobility as a Mode of Power-Making:  
	 Âmil Çelebi’s Contested Appointments in the Post-1908 Mevlevî Circles
	 Bahadır Yolcu, Istanbul University

15:30 – 16:00	 Coffee Break

16:00 – 17:30	 Panel 8: 
	 Displacement and Reinvention: Exile, Agency, and New Beginnings
	 Chair: Peter Cherry, British Institute at Ankara

	 From Exile to Business: The Career of Adolf Orosdi
	 Gergő Máté Kovács, Liszt Institute, Hungarian Cultural Center

	 Ottoman-Armenian Actresses on the Move: Negotiating Agency,  
	 Labor, and Intercultural Interactions through Touring
	 Duygu Dalyanoğlu, Kadir Has University 

	 Nationalism and the Mediterranean:  
	 Malta, Exile, and Arabic Language
	 C. Ceyhun Arslan, Koç University

18:30 – 20:30	 Closing Reception (Invitation Only)
	 British Consulate-General İstanbul
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10:30 – 12:00 	 Optional Excursion to Feriköy Protestant Cemetery

	 This optional excursion will feature a guided tour led  
	 by Richard Wittmann, Orient-Institut Istanbul  
	 and Brian Johnson, American Research Institute in Turkey (ARIT)

	 Please note that participation is limited to 30 people.  
	 If you are interested, please contact Başak Bodur assistant.manager@biaa.ac.uk 
	 Places will be offered on a first come, first served basis.

Day 3 April 15, 2026 Wednesday
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Keynote

Between Mobility and Control: 
Migration, State Power, and Individual Agency 
in the Late Ottoman Empire

This paper examines the relationship 
between mobility, state power, and individual 
agency in the late Ottoman Empire by 
centering the interplay between mobility 
control mechanisms and the experiences 
and agency of ordinary people. Drawing 
on extensive archival research, it explores 
how individuals navigated, negotiated, and 
at times subverted emerging regimes of 
control, including passports, policing, and 
surveillance.

Rather than treating mobility solely 
as an object of regulation, the paper 
conceptualizes it as a dynamic field of 
interaction between state authorities and 
mobile populations. It shows that ordinary 
people were not passive recipients of state 
power but active participants who shaped 
legal practices and administrative outcomes 
through everyday acts of compliance, 
evasion, petitioning, and movement. These 
interactions reveal how marginal groups 
influenced the implementation of security 

measures and exposed the limits of state 
capacity.

By situating Ottoman mobility regimes 
within broader European and global histories 
of migration control and state formation, the 
paper challenges narratives that portray 
the Ottoman Empire as exceptional or 
peripheral. Instead, it demonstrates how 
Ottoman practices of governing mobility 
were part of wider trans-imperial trends in 
managing population movement, security, 
and difference.

Ultimately, this paper argues that focusing 
on mobilities and control offers a new lens 
for understanding modern state formation; 
one that highlights the central role of 
ordinary people in producing, contesting, 
and reshaping systems of governance. In 
doing so, it contributes to interdisciplinary 
debates in history, migration studies, history 
of empires, and the study of security and 
state violence.

İlkay Yılmaz is a Research Fellow in Global History at Freie Universität Berlin and Principal Investigator of 
the DFG (German Research Foundation) funded project “Security Perspectives and the Administration 
of the Eastern Provinces from the Late Ottoman Empire to the Early Turkish Republic (1878–1952).” She 
has held positions at the University of Naples L’Orientale, Philipps-Universität Marburg, and Leibniz-
Zentrum Moderner Orient, supported by prestigious fellowships including the Einstein Senior Research 
Fellowship, the Humboldt Scholarship, and TÜBİTAK. She was an assistant professor at Istanbul 
University. She is the author of Ottoman Passports: Security and Geographic Mobility (1876–1908) 
(Syracuse University Press, 2023). Her research spans the history of security, passport regimes, trans-
imperial policing, state formation, and violence in the late Ottoman Empire and early Turkish Republic. 
She is currently completing a long-term study of the securitization of the Eastern Provinces across the 
Ottoman-Republican transition. For her publications: https://fu-berlin.academia.edu/ilkayyilmaz
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Governing the Displaced: Ottoman Refugee Politics and 
the Genealogy of Modern Population Management

The history of modern population governance 
is typically narrated as a product of European 
internationalism, codified through the League of 
Nations and culminating in the post-World War II 
human rights framework. This paper challenges 
that narrative by arguing that its roots in the 
Eastern Mediterranean predate the 1923 Treaty 
of Lausanne and lie in the late Ottoman Empire’s 
long engagement with mass displacement, 
refugee settlement, and demographic crisis. 
Rather than treating Lausanne as a point of 
origin, it positions the treaty as the culmination 
of decades of Ottoman legal and administrative 
experimentation in response to war, territorial 
contraction, and forced migration, thereby 
repositioning the Ottoman Empire as an active 
site in the making of modern population politics 
rather than a passive backdrop to international 
developments.

Focusing on the period from the mid-
nineteenth century to the early Republican era, 
the paper examines how the Ottoman state 
developed increasingly systematic practices for 
classifying, settling, and incorporating displaced 
populations, especially Muslim refugees 

from Crimea, the Caucasus, and the Balkans. 
Drawing on Turkish and Greek archives, League 
of Nations documentation, and Ottoman and 
early Republican parliamentary debates, it 
shows how the refugee emerged as a legal 
and political subject within a changing imperial 
order, and how administrative routines forged 
under sustained imperial pressure produced 
durable frameworks for governing mobile and 
heterogeneous populations.

The paper then asks how these Ottoman 
practices aligned with, diverged from, or 
anticipated later interwar regimes of minority 
protection, compulsory exchange, and refugee 
regulation. By tracing continuities between late 
Ottoman crisis governance and the codified 
population regimes associated with Lausanne 
and the League of Nations, it challenges 
Eurocentric narratives that locate the origins 
of modern refugee governance primarily in 
European diplomacy and repositions the 
Ottoman Empire as a generative force in the 
making of modern population politics rather 
than a passive object of international regulation. 

Aytek Soner Alpan is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the British Institute at Ankara and a part-time instructor in the 
Department of Economics at the Middle East Technical University. His research focuses on late Ottoman and post-
Ottoman social and economic history, especially forced migration, refugee governance, minority histories, and the 
making of nation-states in the Eastern Mediterranean. He is currently working on the longer legal and administrative 
genealogy of the 1923 Greco-Turkish population exchange, situating it within broader regimes of displacement and 
population management from the late Ottoman Empire to the early Republican period. He also works on the history 
of the Greek community in Constantinople, processes of minoritization, and the intellectual and social worlds of 
Turkish-speaking Orthodox Greeks. His publications include Muhacirname: Poetry’s Voice for the Karamanlidhes 
Refugees (2016) and 1929 Tatavla Yangını ve Tatavla’nın “Kurtuluş”u (2024). He is currently preparing a book 
manuscript titled Echoes of Exodus: The 1923 Greco-Turkish Population Exchange and the Shaping of Nations.

Panel 1: 
Regulating Movement:  
States, Subjects, and the Politics of Displacement 
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Armenian Women in Transit, Disobedient 
Photographers Behind the Camera

This paper explores an unconventional 
bureaucratic apparatus aimed at governing 
Armenian migration through a gendered 
documentation technology in the late Ottoman 
Empire. As the administration of Sultan 
Abdülhamid II (r.1876-1909) linked outbound, 
temporary labor migration to methods for 
uprooting Armenian subjects, an 1896 decree 
permitted Armenians to emigrate to the 
United States, only if they renounced their 
Ottoman subjecthood, sold their properties, 
and submitted identity photographs. Imperial 
migration policies reshaped gender dynamics 
of mobility. Since men already migrated were 
unable to return from the U.S., their families 
began to join them. Images depicted the transit 
stages of Armenians, therefore, were mostly 
intimate family photos of women and children, 
taken either by police or Armenian local 
photographers.

The paper primarily asks how migration 
photographs of families, which contrasted 

the seriality and uniformity of bureaucratic 
documents, sustained or subverted imperial 
migration regime with their content, form 
and circulation. To situate photography as a 
broader technology in bureaucracy, I start 
with how police appointed as “officers of 
photography” took photos of some migrating 
Armenians. This ambition aligned the recording 
of Armenians’ identities with a broader pattern 
of documenting problem subjects: such as 
convicts, anarchists, and revolutionaries, who 
were often male. Building on this difference, I 
discuss how Ottoman officials conceptualized 
gender and surveillance, and how discussions 
about why women must be photographed 
progressed. I will finish by returning to the visual 
images taken by local Armenian photographers 
to search subversion: how intimate and 
caring side of family photography resisted 
standardization and surveillance?

Hazal Özdemir is historian of the modern Middle East, with a focus on migration, citizenship and visual 
documentation. She is currently the 2024-2026 Manoogian Postdoctoral Fellow in Armenian History at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and earned her PhD in History from Northwestern University in 2024. Hazal 
holds a BA in History from Boğaziçi University and an MA in History of Art with Photography from Birkbeck, 
University of London. Her book project was supported by organizations such as the American Research 
Institute in Turkey (ARIT), the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, SALT Research, the Society for Armenian 
Studies (SAS) and the National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR).
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From Istanbul to Beirut: Circulating Knowledge and 
Governing Mobility in the Ottoman Empire

This paper situates late Ottoman print 
production in the Levant within the broader 
framework of imperial mobility and the 
circulation of knowledge. During the final years 
of the empire, the Committee of Union and 
Progress expanded its efforts to disseminate 
printed materials, books, journals, bulletins, and 
reports, not only as channels of information but 
as mobile objects that traveled through imperial 
infrastructures of post, telegraph, and wartime 
administrative networks. These materials 
should be understood as part of a dynamic 
web of circulation that reshaped relationships 
between center and periphery, reconfigured 
imperial belonging, and generated new ways 
of seeing the Arab provinces. Drawing on the 
expert report Wilāyat al-Bayrūt (1916–1918), 
authored by Muhammad Rafiq al-Tamimi and 
Muhammad Bahjat, the paper examines how 
printed knowledge moved across bureaucratic, 
geographical, and social spaces. Unlike 

traditional salname yearbooks, this publication 
foregrounded the region’s demographics, 
geography, customs, and cultural life, 
transforming provincial information into an 
imperial asset. By tracing the material and 
intellectual mobility of the text, its production, 
distribution, and intended readership, I explore 
how the Ottoman state sought to catalogue, 
define, and ultimately shape the Levant through 
documentation. Building on the insights of 
Tamari (2017), Hanioğlu (2001), and Kayalı 
(1997), I argue that the report functioned as 
a tool of wartime mobilization and imperial 
remaking: a medium that circulated ideas of 
loyalty, wove the province into the Ottoman 
narrative, and asserted authority through 
knowledge. Thus, Wilāyat al-Bayrūt reveals how 
the mobility of texts, officials, and information 
became constitutive of governance, producing 
a new, portable vision of the Levant within the 
late Ottoman world.

Büşra Elif Özçelik is a PhD candidate in History at Florida State University, where she specializes in Middle 
Eastern history, with a particular focus on the late Ottoman Empire and the modern Levant. She holds an MA in 
History from the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and a BA in Turkish Language and Literature from Boğaziçi 
University. Before beginning her doctoral studies, Büşra worked full-time as a Research Assistant at Qatar 
National Library.
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Panel 2: 
Expertise on the Move: 
Knowledge, Practice, and Imperial Circulation 
Ottoman Archaeologists on the Go:  
Mobility, Expertise, and the Limits of Governance

This paper examines mobility as an essential 
component of Ottoman archaeology by tracing 
the travels and labor of Müze-i Hümayun officials 
who operated within international disciplinary 
networks in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Unlike many administrative 
or scholarly professions, archaeology required 
constant movement across provinces 
and institutional settings, placing Ottoman 
archaeologists in close and continuous 
interaction with European colleagues, methods, 
and ideas. Focusing on figures such as 
Theodore Macridy, Haydar Bey, and Bedri Bey, 
the paper argues that Ottoman archaeologists 
were neither sedentary bureaucrats nor 
marginal observers but exceptionally mobile 
professionals whose circulation shaped both 
archaeological practice and the governance of 
antiquities.

Drawing on unpublished Ottoman and 
European archival sources, the paper traces 

the itineraries and working relationships of 
Ottoman archaeologists while highlighting 
the legal and material constraints that 
structured their mobility and shaped unequal 
collaborations with European counterparts.

The paper shows that Ottoman 
archaeological expertise emerged through 
sustained negotiation on excavation sites 
and in correspondence rather than within 
stable institutional centers. Yet the careers 
and contributions of Ottoman archaeologists 
remain largely absent from the historiography 
of archaeology. By foregrounding their mobility 
and interaction, this study reframes Ottoman 
archaeology as a field constituted through 
movement, encounter, and unequal exchange, 
and situates Ottoman archaeologists as active, 
if constrained, participants in global knowledge 
production.

Filiz Tütüncü Çağlar is an independent researcher and guest curator at the Museum für Islamische Kunst 
(Berlin), working on the history of archaeology and museums in the late Ottoman Empire. She received her 
PhD in Art History and Visual Studies from the University of Victoria (Canada) in 2017. Her dissertation, “From 
Raqqa with Love: The Raqqa Excavations by the Ottoman Imperial Museum (1905–1906 and 1908)”, examined 
Ottoman archaeological investigations in Syria and offered a critical reassessment of their historiography.
From 2018 onwards, she conducted postdoctoral research at the Forum Transregionale Studien in Berlin in 
affiliation with the Museum für Islamische Kunst, first as a fellow of the Art Histories and Aesthetic Practices 
programme and later within the EUME programme. Her research was supported by the Fritz Thyssen 
Foundation (2020–2022) and the Einstein Center Chronoi (2024). Between 2025 and 2026, she was a 
postdoctoral fellow in the Gerda Henkel–funded “Lost Cities” project at Aarhus University. Her research focuses 
on the institutional, political, and intellectual dynamics of Ottoman archaeology in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Alongside her academic work, she is actively involved in museum education and public 
outreach in Berlin.
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Traveling for Health: Ottoman Elites, European Spas, 
and Medical Knowledge on the Move 

The nineteenth century was marked by new 
travel technologies that increased human 
mobility to an unprecedented degree. 
Although access to travel remained limited, 
in the Ottoman Empire governors, clerks, 
ambassadors, military officials, and their 
families were among those who benefited 
most from these developments. Travel for this 
privileged group was not confined to leisure or 
business; it was also undertaken for medical 
purposes. Toward the end of the century, 
healthcare became a major motivation for 
upper-class mobility, as individuals sought 
treatment at internationally renowned facilities 
in Europe. These were often not hospitals but 
spas, health resorts, and sanatoria that offered 
environmental therapies such as hydrotherapy 
and heliotherapy. Within the medical 
framework of the period, such treatments 
were not considered alternative practices but 
instead formed part of standard medical care, 
prescribed by physicians working in hospitals. 
Against this backdrop, this paper investigates 
the medical travel activities of Ottoman state 
officials, which fostered encounters that were 

at once unsettling and stimulating, resulting 
in new forms of exposure, exchange, and 
learning. The power and influence of elite 
travelers elevated their journeys beyond private 
experiences, enabling the circulation of medical 
knowledge and institutional ideas that would 
shape Ottoman healthcare practices and 
spaces. In this context, the paper focuses on 
the travelogue of Ferik İbrahim Pasha, the chief 
physician of Hamidiye Etfal Hospital, written 
following his journey to the spa town of Baden-
Baden for the treatment of his chronic muscular 
rheumatism. This previously unexamined 
document is particularly significant, as it 
captures the personal observations of a 
prominent Ottoman physician both during 
his stay at a European health resort and 
throughout the long journey leading there. By 
foregrounding a personal narrative, this study 
reveals how medical expertise, environmental 
thinking, and bodily practices were pursued 
and circulated through travel, producing 
experiences that were as disorienting as they 
were generative within the shifting epistemic 
climate of the turn of the century.

Zeynep Ece Şahin earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in architecture from Middle East Technical 
University. She is currently a PhD candidate at the Technical University of Munich, Chair of History of 
Architecture and Curatorial Practice. Funded by DAAD PhD Scholarship, her doctoral research examines 
the development of pavilion-style hospitals and environmental therapies in late Ottoman context through 
transimperial networks of medicine and architecture. She has presented her work at several international 
conferences and academic platforms, including the Society of Architectural Historians (SAH) Annual 
Conference and the Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting in 2025. Her archival research 
and conference participation have been supported by the Istanbul Research Institute (Istanbul Araştırmaları 
Enstitüsü), the Max van Berchem Foundation, and the SAH Scott Opler Graduate Scholar Fellowship. In 
addition, she was a member of the research and curatorial team for the exhibition Building to Heal: New 
Architecture for Hospitals, which opened in July 2023 at the Architecture Museum in Munich and has traveled to 
different venues around Europe.
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An Ottoman Intermediary: Armenag Sakisian 
(1872–1944) and the Routes of Islamic Art History

The early twentieth-century circulation of 
Islamic art and its scholarship relied heavily 
on mobile intermediaries who moved 
between imperial, national, linguistic, and 
institutional contexts. One such figure was 
Armenag Sakisian (1872–1944), an Ottoman 
Catholic Armenian dealer and connoisseur 
of Islamic art who became a prominent 
actor in Istanbul’s late imperial cultural 
milieu. Sakisian’s work positioned him at the 
intersection of preservation, scholarship, 
and the institutionalization of Islamic art, 
notably through his work at the Museum of 
Islamic Pious Foundations (Evkaf-ı İslâmiye 
Müzesi). Following the collapse of the Ottoman 
administration, Sakisian relocated to Paris in 
1922, where he remained until his death in 1944.

Over the course of his career, Sakisian 
published numerous studies, primarily on 
Persian miniature painting, but also on Ottoman 
and Armenian art, as well as on European 
representations of Ottoman subjects. His 
activities as a collector and dealer likewise 
contributed to shaping major museum holdings. 
Provenance records from institutions such as 

Topkapı Palace, the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, and the Smithsonian’s National Museum 
of Asian Art show that several works in their 
Islamic collections once passed through his 
hands.

While both his scholarship and the objects 
he collected have contributed to shaping 
how Islamic art is interpreted, classified, and 
displayed today, Sakisian’s life and career 
remain marginalised within both Ottoman 
cultural history and the historiography of Islamic 
art. Drawing on archival records, exhibition 
catalogues, contemporary journals, museum 
inventories, and ego-documents, this paper 
reconstructs Sakisian’s transregional networks 
and traces the movements of both the objects 
he handled and the knowledge he produced. 
I argue that Sakisian’s career exemplifies how 
the mobility of Ottoman cultural intermediaries, 
and the intellectual interactions they fostered, 
played a crucial role in shaping the global 
circulation and interpretation of Islamic art and 
its collections in the early twentieth century.

Gizem Tongo is an art and cultural historian specializing in the late Ottoman Empire. She holds a DPhil in 
Oriental Studies from the University of Oxford (St John’s College). She has held postdoctoral positions at the 
University of Oxford, the British Institute at Ankara, and most recently at the British International Research 
Institutes. Her work has been published in New Perspectives on Turkey, Archiv orientální, and CLIO: Femmes, 
Genre, Histoire, among others. She has taught at the University of Oxford, Middle East Technical University, 
Hacettepe University, and the Victoria and Albert Museum. Tongo has also co-curated two exhibitions in 
Istanbul: Mihri: A Migrant Painter of Modern Times (SALT Galata, 2019) and Occupied City: Politics and Daily Life 
in Istanbul, 1918–23 (Istanbul Research Institute, 2023–2024). She is currently a content advisor to the Lusail 
Museum in Doha, Qatar, and a Research Associate at the Khalili Research Centre, University of Oxford. Tongo’s 
research on Armenag Sakisian, conducted during her tenure as a BIRI Postdoctoral Fellow, was affiliated with 
both the British Institute at Ankara (BIAA) and the British Institute of Persian Studies (BIPS).



16

Panel 3: 
Texts in Transit: 
Languages, Genres, and Readers on the Move
The Polyglot Vocabulary: An Ottoman Genre

This paper explores the development of an 
Ottoman genre of works for communication 
in the multiple languages of the empire, the 
‘polyglot vocabulary’, in the mid-nineteenth 
century.  These works drew on a dual written 
tradition: of books for learning the elsine-i 
selase (‘three languages’: Arabic, Persian and 
Ottoman Turkish) and European phrasebooks 
and grammars.  They also drew on a more 
practical source of knowledge and inspiration: 
dragomanic practices, in Istanbul and other 
major commercial and diplomatic centres 
such as Smyrna.  I analyse the development 
of this genre principally through the works of 
Nassif Mallouf (1823-1865), First Dragoman 
at the British consulate in Smyrna, and a 
trio of Istanbul-based linguists of diverse 

backgrounds, M. Naci, Hafiz Nuri and Z. 
P’ap’azyan.  Through these authors and their 
works, I show how mobility within the empire 
was facilitated by language tools, and also 
how language books themselves can act as a 
source of evidence for Ottoman mobilities.

Naci, M. H. (1893) Külliyat-i mükaleme-yi 
elsine: Türkçe, Arapça, Farisî, Ermenice, Rumca, 
Yahudice, Rusça, Fransızca, İtalyanca, Almanca, 
İngilizca, lisanlerini havi mükalemedir. Istanbul: 
Sahip ve naşiri A. İrfan. 

Nuri, Hafız (1875) Vesile-i elsine. Istanbul. 
P’ap’azyan, Z. D. S. (1900) Yeni rehber-i 

mükâleme: Türkçe, İngilizce, Fransızca, Rumca, 
İtalyanca, Almanca, Rusça, Ermenice / Nouveau 
guide de conversation: arménien, russe, 
allemand, italien, grec, français, anglais, turc.

Rachel Mairs is Professor of Classics and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Reading. Her research 
encompasses multilingualism and cultural interaction in the ancient world (especially Egypt and Central Asia) 
and in the nineteenth-century Middle East. Her books include The Hellenistic Far East: Archaeology, Language 
and Identity in Greek Central Asia (2014), Archaeologists, Tourists, Interpreters (with Maya Muratov, 2015), From 
Khartoum to Jerusalem: The Dragoman Solomon Negima and his Clients (2016) and The Graeco-Bactrian and 
Indo-Greek World (as editor, 2020) and Arabic Dialogues: Phrasebooks and the Learning of Colloquial Arabic, 
1798-1945 (2024).
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Athens to Istanbul, Mount Athos to Los Angeles: 
Late Ottoman Works and Readers of Transgressive 
Popular Literature

Our understanding of book circulation and 
readership in the Ottoman world remains 
largely based on manuscript culture, elite 
readership, and literary-historical classics. But 
how did popular readership connect ordinary 
Ottoman readers, both to each other and to 
other polities, in the rapidly-proliferating print 
culture of the late 19th and early 20th centuries? 
How did works of popular literature, and 
especially the genre’s more transgressive 
examples, move through the Ottoman world 
(even when those holding political authority 
wished otherwise)? What kinds of intellectual 
mobility and literary-political community did 
they bring about across vast distances?

My proposed paper explores these 
questions through two case studies that bridge 
the full length of the Hamidian era (1876-1909) 
with the Second Constitutional Period (1908-
1922). I focus on readership in Greek, and of 
political satire.

The first case study is centered around 
the humor magazine Romios, published by 
Georgios Souris in Athens between 1883 
and 1919. Incorporating evidence from the 
Ottoman imperial archives, the Ottoman Greek 
journalistic press, eyewitness narratives, and 
advertisement records, I re-introduce Souris 
as the Ottoman Empire’s first nominee for the 
Nobel Prize in Literature, and re-construct 
Romios’ robust circulation and enthusiastic 
readership in the (supposedly ‘satire-free’) 

Ottoman Empire under Abdülhamid II. Part of 
this story is an account of the continuous and 
surprisingly intimate negotiations between 
the Athens-based satirist, the Sublime Porte, 
and Sultan Abdülhamid himself in managing 
the circulation of Hellenic satire in the Empire. 
Equally central are the specific (and often 
clandestine) ways in which ordinary Ottoman 
readers and booksellers navigated state policy 
to bridge empire and nation state across the 
Aegean—and to read what they wanted to read.

The second case study is that of a forgotten 
Ottoman Greek bestseller of the early 20th 
century, namely Konstantinos Makridis’ satirical 
almanac Satan (1910-15). Published in large 
and soldout runs in Istanbul and distributed 
across the Eastern Mediterranean (and well 
beyond from Rostov-on-Don to Los Angeles), 
Satan gives us unparalleled insight as to the 
political significance, diverse audiences, and 
vast mobility of popular readership in the 
late Empire—and an account of how these 
networks were disrupted by the collapse of 
the Ottoman world. In my paper, I comment 
on what the form and contents of the genre 
of popular/satirical almanac tell us about the 
existence of an expanded Ottoman Greek 
‘public sphere’ across the full geographical span 
of the late Empire, and share insights from a 
digital visualization of Satan’s subscriber and 
distributor networks. 

Kutay Onaylı is Fellow-by-Examination at Magdalen College, Oxford. He received his PhD in Near Eastern 
Studies and Interdisciplinary Humanities, with a certificate in Hellenic Studies, from Princeton University in 
2025. His dissertation, “A Laughing Matter: Identity, Alienation, and Imperial Collapse in Ottoman Greek Popular 
Writing”, is a retelling of the Ottoman Empire’s final years—and of a vibrant and pugnacious late Ottoman 
society—from the perspective of Istanbul’s Greek journalists and satirists. His research interests range from 
(especially non-elite) cultural, intellectual, and social histories of the late Ottoman Empire to Modern Greek and 
Turkish literatures.
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Dressing the Part: Worlding Masculinities, Mobilities 
and ‘the Dandy’ through Ahmet Mithat Efendi’s 
Felâtun Bey ile Râkım Efendi (1875)

The figure of the dandy (züppe) was a 
prominent symbol of modern life in late 
nineteenth-century Ottoman literature, often 
framed through the opposition between 
“alafranga” (denoting European-style 
habits and culture) and “alaturca” (denoting 
traditional Ottoman/Turkish habits and culture) 
masculinities. In Felâtun Bey ile Râkım Efendi 
(1875), Ahmet Mithat Efendi presents Felâtun 
Bey as an alafranga type: his conspicuous 
consumption, stylised dress and idle lifestyle 
reflect not simply Western influence but 
its superficial imitation, revealing anxieties 
about cultural transformation. By contrast, 
Râkım Efendi is typically read as an alaturca 
ideal, combining discipline, productivity and a 
selective engagement with European practices. 
Drawing on theories of world literature, this 
paper situates the Ottoman dandy within a 
broader transnational genealogy of dandyism, 
challenging the notion of its exceptionality 
and highlighting its close relation to European 

literary figures. Read through concepts such 
as “worldliness” and “worlding” (Edward Said) 
and “literary resonance” (Wai Chee Dimock), 
the alafranga/alaturca divide emerges less as 
a stable opposition than as a narrative device 
shaped by Ottoman debates on modernity and 
masculinity. To this end, the paper examines 
urban mobility in Istanbul and clothing as key 
analytical lenses: for instance, by probing 
how male protagonists in the novel construct 
and perform their masculinity through social 
interactions thereby undermining rigid 
distinctions of alafranga/alaturca practices 
and exposing the contingent nature of gender. 
Second, the paper will show how sartorial 
practices signaled affiliation yet revealed 
participation in global circuits of fashion. 
Together, these perspectives show that the 
dandy, and the masculinities it embodies, is 
fluid, performative and continually reconfigured 
through transcultural mobility and exchange.

Peter Cherry works as Assistant Director at the British Institute at Ankara (BIAA). He is the author of Muslim 
Masculinities in Literature and Film: Transcultural Identity and Migration in Britain (London: Bloomsbury, 2021); 
articles in Middle Eastern Literatures and Literature, Culture, and Empire Today; and a chapter in the edited 
volume Turkish Literature as World Literature (2021). He is Principal Investigator on two British Academy-funded 
projects: Ottoman Mobilities and Interactions (2025-27) and Researching, Writing and Publishing on Gender, 
Culture and Society: Upskilling Early Career Researchers in Türkiye (2025-27). He holds a PhD in Comparative 
Literature from the University of Edinburgh, held the 2017-18 Postdoctoral Fellowship at the BIAA and has taught 
literature and cultural studies at University of Edinburgh, University of Leeds, University of West London and 
Bilkent University. He also co-presents the BIAA’s podcast series, Heritage Türkiye, with Dr Işılay Gürsu. 



Panel 4: 
Networks of Interest: 
Merchants, Brokers, and Informal Power
From Istanbul to Venice: Freemasonry, Elite Mobilities 
and Italian-Ottoman Networks 1908-1911

This research aims to explore how Italian 
Freemasonry operated as an informal trans-
national infrastructure, enabling the circulation 
of people, ideas, and institutional practices 
between Italy and the Ottoman Empire after 
the 1908 Constitutional Revolution. While Italy 
had long relied on personal networks within the 
Hamidian regime to offset its limited resources 
and late arrival on the international stage, the 
revolution disrupted these circuits and initially 
destabilised Italian–Ottoman relations.

In the months following 1908, a faction within 
the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP), 
indebted to Italian Masonic lodges for earlier 
support in Salonica, mobilised Freemasonry 
as a channel of dialogue linking Ottoman and 
Italian political and economic elites. Framed 
through a discourse of Mediterranean 
cooperation grounded in shared liberal ideals, 
these networks facilitated elite mobility and the 
circulation of political cultures across imperial 

boundaries. These dynamics culminated in 
May 1910, when 120 Ottoman notables traveled 
from Istanbul to Venice for a month-long tour 
of Italy designed to consolidate economic and 
political ties. Orchestrated by the Comitato 
Italo-Ottomano guided by the politician and 
economist Luigi Luzzatti and his right arm in 
Salonica, the Italian Consul Primo Levi, the 
initiative illustrates how informal networks 
intersected with official diplomacy to reshape 
imperial relationships.

Drawing on archival research in Italy, Greece 
and Türkiye and multilingual press sources, 
this paper argues that elite mobility and the 
circulation of liberal political imaginaries actively 
reconfigured the late Ottoman Mediterranean. 
By foregrounding these flows, the study 
situates Italian–Ottoman interactions within 
broader patterns of governance, connectivity, 
and trans-imperial entanglement on the eve of 
Italy’s military intervention in Libya.

Luis Miguel Selvelli, a trustee member of the Levantine Heritage Foundation, is a literary translator and 
independent researcher dedicated to the intersection of humanities, polytechnic and political science research. 
Due to specific family circumstances, his studies focus primarily on the last century of the Ottoman Empire 
(1821-1922), with a specific focus on political and cultural relations between Italy, Greece and the wider Ottoman 
geography. He’s the author of Antenati a Costantinopoli. Esuli Italiani negli anni del riformismo ottomano 1828-
1878 (Turkish edition to be published in late spring 2026), and Smirne e l’Italia. Comunità, relazioni, istituzioni (ETP 
Books, Athens 2022, co-edited with Francesco Pongiluppi). He is currently working on a new book exploring 
the lives of his Levantine ancestors amid the political upheavals of the early 20th century.
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The Currency of Movement: 
Bernardino Nogara and the Italian Economic 
Expansion in the Late Ottoman Empire 

Italy is often characterised as the last entrant to 
the imperial game. Yet its economic expansion 
in the early twentieth-century Ottoman Empire 
was robust, driven not merely by abstract 
state policy but by the strategic mobility of 
key industrialists. This paper examines the 
physical mobility of Bernardino Nogara, mining 
engineer and Istanbul branch head of the 
Milan-based Società Commerciale d’Oriente, 
to demonstrate how movement became the 
primary mechanism for establishing Italian 
informal imperialism. Rather than a top-down 
imposition, Italian influence was built on 
the ground through the travel and personal 
networks of actors like Nogara, whose mobility 
seamlessly fused private business interests 
with Rome’s imperial ambitions.
Nogara’s presence in the Ottoman Empire 
facilitated Italian expansion in three crucial 
ways. First, extensive field trips to regions 
like the Ereğli coal basin enabled accurate 
assessments of lucrative investments. 
Second, this mobility cultivated a formidable 

transnational network of Ottoman and 
European elites, granting Rome and Milan 
exclusive intelligence and competitive leverage. 
Finally, his embeddedness rendered him an 
indispensable broker. To Ottoman officials, 
he was the conduit to Italian capital; to Italian 
statesmen, he was the key to transforming on-
the-ground knowledge into diplomatic power. 
This influence culminated in his appointment 
to the Ottoman Public Debt Administration and 
his role as a key negotiator during the Italo-
Ottoman War (1911-1912).

By tracing Nogara’s mobility and networks 
through Italian and Ottoman archives, 
contemporary publications, and memoirs, this 
paper reframes Italian economic expansion in 
the Eastern Mediterranean as a process built 
through mobility and negotiation rather than 
formal diplomacy alone. Ultimately, it argues 
that for Italy, the mobility of its industrialists 
was not merely a business tactic, but the very 
currency used to forge an informal empire.

Mehmet Doğar earned his PhD from the University of Cambridge, where his dissertation examined 
Turkish–Italian economic relations during the interwar period. His research focuses on the diplomatic and 
socioeconomic history of the late Ottoman Empire and the early Turkish Republic, with particular emphasis on 
their interactions within Europe and the Mediterranean. He is currently a BIRI Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
at the British Institute at Ankara (BIAA), working on the Ottoman Mobilities and Interactions project. Mehmet 
is also a Bye-Fellow in History and Politics at Homerton College, Cambridge, and a Course Tutor in History at 
the University of Cambridge Professional and Continuing Education. His work has appeared in journals such 
as Middle Eastern Studies, Turkish Historical Review and Uluslararası İlişkiler. He is currently working on his book 
manuscript titled, Turkish-Italian Economic Relations, 1919-1939: State, Business and Diplomacy, which is under 
contract with Edinburgh University Press.
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Merchants, Law, and Subjecthood 
in Ottoman Borderlands

This paper examines merchant mobility as 
a constitutive force in the late eighteenth-
century Black and Mediterranean seas in the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries. It centers on 
Richard Willis, a British merchant affiliated 
with the Levant Company and long resident 
in Istanbul, where he operated within British 
diplomatic and commercial networks and 
maintained close ties to the British embassy 
under Sir Robert Ainslie. Willis later relocated 
to Crimea, acquiring substantial landed 
property there, which makes him a revealing 
figure for examining how merchants, expertise, 
and authority moved across Ottoman space 
during a period of imperial transition. Drawing 
on British consular and diplomatic records, 
including Levant Company correspondence 
and chancery materials, Crimean Islamic court 
registers, Ottoman imperial documentation, 
Russian imperial records, and British 
commercial correspondence such as the 
Bentham brothers’ letters, the paper traces 
how merchants like Willis circulated goods, 

credit, legal claims, and institutional knowledge 
between Istanbul, Crimea, and the wider Black 
Sea and Mediterranean Sea regions. It argues 
that these merchants functioned as mobile 
economic and legal experts whose activities 
mediated imperial influence exercised by 
the Ottoman, Russian, and British empires 
within Ottoman space. Willis’s trajectory as 
a Levant Company merchant, embassy-
connected intermediary, Crimean landholder, 
and eventual absentee debtor illustrates how 
commercial mobility intersected with disputes 
over property, credit, family obligations, and 
subjecthood. By situating such actors within 
broader networks of trade and expertise, 
the paper highlights how mobility in Ottoman 
borderlands, reshaped by Crimea’s annexation 
by the Russian Empire in 1783, generated new 
spatial politics and flexible forms of imperial 
belonging grounded in influence, jurisdiction, 
and connection rather than formal territorial 
control.

Dilyara Agisheva is a historian of Islamic law and empire who earned her PhD in Arabic and Islamic Studies 
from Georgetown University. She has held postdoctoral fellowships at the Program in Islamic Law at Harvard 
Law School and the Institute of Islamic Studies at the University of Toronto, where her research examined 
legal change and imperial governance in Ottoman and post-Ottoman contexts. Currently, Dr Agisheva is an 
associate at the Max Weber Kolleg for Advanced Cultural and Social Studies at the University of Erfurt and is 
affiliated with the ERC project (De)Colonizing Sharia. Her current research focuses on the Russian Empire’s 
annexation of Crimea and the subsequent legal transformations, specifically regarding property, jurisdiction, 
and the reconfiguration of Islamic law under colonial rule. She is also completing chapters for two edited 
volumes exploring law and trade in the Ottoman and Black Sea regions.
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Mapping Forced Mobilities: 
English Captives and the Geography of Ransom in 1646

Over the past quarter century, the so-called 
mobility turn has significantly reshaped 
historical scholarship by placing movement, 
circulation, and spatial relations at the center 
of analysis. While this perspective has been 
widely applied to the study of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries, mobility in the early 
modern period—particularly in its coerced 
forms—has rarely been examined through 
this analytical lens. This paper approaches 
seventeenth-century Mediterranean captivity 
as a form of forced mobility, focusing on a little-
known English source: the 1646 list of English 
captives redeemed from North Africa.

The document records the names, places 
of origin, gender, and ransom prices of more 
than two hundred individuals who had been 
enslaved in the Barbary Regencies. When 
approached not only as a narrative record but 
also as a structured dataset, the list offers a 
rare glimpse into the spatial and economic 

dimensions of early modern captivity. By 
mapping the geographic origins of the captives 
and examining the distribution of ransom 
payments, the study visualizes patterns of 
displacement across England and offers a 
preliminary glimpse into the early modern 
economy of human valuation.

Rather than advancing definitive 
conclusions, the paper treats this redemption 
list as a small but revealing case through which 
broader questions can be posed. Even a single 
dataset of this kind allows us to explore regional 
patterns of vulnerability, the geography of 
capture, and the ways in which human lives 
were assigned value and negotiated across 
imperial boundaries. Approached in this way, 
the list points toward the much larger scale of 
coerced mobilities that connected England, 
North Africa, and the wider Mediterranean 
world.

Ahmet Tekin is a historian of the Ottoman world, with a particular focus on diplomacy and mobility across the 
Mediterranean. He received his PhD from Istanbul University in 2023, following earlier degrees at Istanbul Şehir 
University and Boğaziçi University. His doctoral research examined Anglo-Ottoman relations in the aftermath 
of the English Restoration, centering on the ambassadorship of Heneage Finch (1660–1669). He is currently 
a BIRI Postdoctoral Fellow at the British Institute at Ankara (BIAA), where he contributes to the “Ottoman 
Mobilities and Interactions” project. His ongoing work focuses on captivity and ransom in the early modern 
Mediterranean, approaching coerced mobility as a structured process embedded in systems of governance, 
negotiation, and exchange. His broader interests include Anglo-Ottoman relations and the movement of people, 
goods, and ships across imperial spaces.

Panel 5: 
Moving Against One’s Will: 
Captivity, Punishment, and Displacement
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Missionary Networks and Forced Displacement in the 
Late Ottoman Mediterranean and Nile Valley

In this paper, I explore narratives of mobility, 
violence, gender, race, and conversion in the 
writings of Daniele Comboni (1831-1881), an 
Italian missionary operating in late Ottoman 
Sudan. I investigate the lives of two women 
whose stories Comboni told and crossed paths 
in his El Obeid mission in 1879, Bianca Lemuna 
and Virginia Mansur. Lemuna was the daughter 
of a central African slave trader who was 
herself captured by slave traders, before being 
freed and dispatched to Comboni’s mission 
for education and introduction to Christianity. 
Mansur was a Lebanese Greek Orthodox 
convert to Catholicism who entered Catholic 
patronage while fleeing the violence in Mount 
Lebanon in 1860, eventually entering into the 
service of Comboni in Sudan and Italy, before 
being deported to Beirut after a conflict with 
church officials. I explore Comboni’s narrations 

of these women’s transregional movements 
between the Mediterranean and the Nile Valley 
through his reports and correspondence 
on their status in his mission with Catholic 
Church officials. Their stories, I argue, offer rich 
illustrations of the intersection of violence and 
mobility in the nineteenth Ottoman world as 
forces that dictated the movement of vulnerable 
individuals between different networks of 
patronage, networks that themselves were 
defined by internal hierarchies rooted in race, 
gender, and religion. Approaching Comboni’s 
writings as biographical records that were 
bound by the narrative priorities of missionary 
storytelling illustrates how displacement 
operated as a transitive force that not only 
generated transregional patronage networks, 
but also fostered the internal relations and 
hierarchies upon which they operated.

Weston Bland is a historian of religious community in the modern Middle East specializing in the Nile Valley and 
Middle East Christianity. Weston is a Research Associate in the Faculty of History at the University of Oxford 
on the European Research Council project “Moving Stories: Sectarianisms in the Global Middle East” in which 
he explores how mobility, law, and concepts of race have impacted Middle East Christians’ conceptions of 
community. Weston received his PhD from the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations at the 
University of Pennsylvania in 2024 and was previously a Lilly Scholar-in-Residence for Religious Literacy at the 
Africa and Middle East Division of the Library of Congress. His book manuscript, The Coptic Liberal Experiment: 
Representative Politics and the Transformation of Religious Community in Twentieth Century Egypt, explores 
how debates over electoral politics within Egypt’s twentieth century Coptic community shaped how Copts 
understood themselves as a collective.
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From Local Prisons to Central Penitentiaries: 
Mobility, Transfers and the Circulation of Women 
Criminals in the Late Ottoman Empire

This paper examines the high mobility of 
women prisoners in the late Ottoman Empire, 
situating their frequent transfers within the 
broader dysfunctions of the imperial carceral 
system. Although the 1858 Ottoman Criminal 
Code established imprisonment as the primary 
form of punishment, the empire failed to provide 
sufficient, purpose-built facilities for both male 
and female convicts, particularly in rural areas. 
As a result, women were often confined in 
temporary district jails or leased facilities due to 
their smaller numbers and the lack of dedicated 
carceral spaces. They were repeatedly 
transferred to central or regional penitentiaries 
because of overcrowding and uneven resource 
distribution. These movements disrupted the 
continuity of confinement and discipline and 
exposed prisoners to heightened security risks 
and incomplete incarceration, as individual 
escape and collective prison break cases were 
abundant in the archives.

This study argues that their mobility was 
not exceptional but a structural outcome of 

the chronic scarcity of carceral places and 
inconsistent implementation of penal reforms 
from 1850 to 1918, which remained on paper. 
The analysis demonstrates that frequent 
transfers illuminate the gap between the 
aims of incarceration and the lived realities 
of imprisonment, revealing how systemic 
dysfunctions hampered the correction of 
prisoners, who could not complete even their 
incarceration lengths, and caused the mobility 
of female prisoners across the empire.

In short, this paper aims to show that the 
transfers of women convicts had broader 
implications for the management of the empire’s 
penal system, highlighting the challenges for 
the correction of prisoners and the security 
risks inherent in moving prisoners across 
provincial boundaries. This the study provides 
new insights into the limitations of Ottoman 
penal modernization and the gendered 
dimensions of incarceration by placing 
transfers as a central phenomenon.

Gizem Sivri is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Global Postdoctoral Fellow at the Berlin Graduate School Muslim 
Cultures and Societies, Free University of Berlin. She earned her BA in History from Istanbul Bilgi University 
(2014) and her MA in Modern Turkish History from Boğaziçi University’s Atatürk Institute (2017). She completed 
her PhD at the Institute for Near and Middle Eastern Studies at Ludwig Maximilian University (LMU) Munich in 
August 2022. During her doctoral studies, she received a three-year Gerda Henkel Stiftung PhD scholarship 
and a pre-doctoral grant from the Zeit Stiftung. She was awarded third prize in the 10th Dicle Koğacıoğlu Essay 
Competition 2019 for her article on women’s incarceration in the Ottoman Empire. 
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Panel 6: 
The Mobile City: 
Exile, Infrastructure, and Urban Encounters
An Urban Locus of Mobility: 
Exile, Career, and Spiritual Migration 
in Early Modern Bursa

This paper explores Bursa as a critical node 
of Ottoman mobilities during the seventeenth 
century, examining how the circulation of 
religious and scholarly elites, the ulema and 
sufis, actively reshaped the city’s urban fabric. 
Drawing on local biographical dictionaries 
(vefeyātnāmes), the study analyzes the 
permeability and intersection of ulema 
and sufi networks. It shows how the same 
individuals often navigated both fields, moving 
between the formal imperial hierarchy and 
charismatic religious paths. This fluidity was 
key to their geographical mobility. Bursa 
functioned simultaneously as a site for career 
advancement through patronage networks, a 
destination for political exile/forced settlement 
and retirement, and a spiritual center attracting 
mystics throughout the early modern period. 
The paper demonstrates how these diverse 

forms of mobility intersected: high-ranking 
ulema might arrive as exiles, establish teaching 
positions, and integrate into sufi circles, while 
sufis leveraged their connections to facilitate 
others’ career advancement.

The vefeyātnāmes themselves emerge as 
technologies of mobility, actively documenting 
and memorializing the transient intellectual 
capital flowing through Bursa. By tracing these 
movements, the paper argues that continuous 
circulation between Istanbul and other imperial 
centers through Bursa created trans-regional 
networks that both challenged and reinforced 
imperial hierarchies. Ultimately, this analysis 
reveals how mobility constituted rather than 
merely reflected Ottoman urban life, positioning 
Bursa as a generative space where Ottoman 
mobility patterns crystallized into enduring 
social and spiritual networks.

Ekin Can Göksoy is a historian and production editor at the Istanbul Research Institute (Istanbul Araştırmaları 
Enstitüsü - İAE), where he also serves as the managing editor of YILLIK: Annual of Istanbul Studies. He 
completed his PhD in History at Boğaziçi University in 2024, focusing on early modern Ottoman urban history. 
His interdisciplinary background includes an MA in Cultural Studies from Istanbul Bilgi University (2014) and 
a BSc in Electrical and Electronics Engineering from Middle East Technical University (2011). Dr Göksoy’s 
research interests lie at the intersection of Ottoman urban history, public space studies, night studies, and 
cultural history, with particular focus on the relationships between architecture, literature, and urban life in early 
modern Ottoman cities.
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“Ionians Behaving Badly”: 
Mobility and Working-class Cosmopolitanism 
in Ottoman Cities

According to Justice Edmund Hornby, “the 
Ionians are the most scoundrelly race on the 
planet.” His anti-Ionian prejudice aside, he was 
factually correct. Ionian islanders dominated 
the docket of the Istanbul Consular criminal 
courts, for example, accounting for 2,840 of the 
3,965 criminal cases tried before the court in 
1851. Ionians were found in every Ottoman port-
city, inhabiting the wineshops and taverns of the 
waterfront, as well as their jails and courtrooms. 
These seamen and artisans moved frequently 
and in large numbers between the United 
States of the Ionian Islands, the Kingdom of 
Greece, and the Ottoman. This highly mobile 
population played off jurisdictional regimes and 
borders, as part of a stream of workers in the 
Eastern Mediterranean.  

The main source for this study is the records 
of trials conducted by the British consular 

courts in the Ottoman Empire between 1842 
and 1856 and the second are the records of the 
criminal justice system on the Ionian Islands 
between 1817 and 1864. Because citizens of the 
Ionian Islands were also British subjects, when 
they committed crimes in the Ottoman Empire, 
they were tried in British courts attached to 
the British Embassy in Istanbul or to British 
consulates in the major cities, such as Salonika, 
Izmir, Chania and Alexandria, for example. 

This paper contributes to existing 
literature by recovering and reconstructing 
the social history of the people who dwelt 
in Ottoman waterfronts, and who created a 
vibrant culture that I refer to as “working-class 
cosmopolitanism.”

Thomas William Gallant is Senior Research Scholar at National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. He 
recently retired from the University of California, San Diego, where he was Distinguished Professor of History 
and held the Nicholas Family Endowed Chair in Modern Greek History, the most distinguished chair in Modern 
Greek history in the Americas. He is the author of nine books and over sixty articles and book chapters.
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Maintaining the Empire, Repairing the Frontier: 
Keeping the Hejaz Railway Functioning 
in the Desert (1908-1914)

The existing literature on the Hejaz Railway 
has emphasised its symbolic importance as 
well as its religious, political and economic 
objectives. This article takes a step back from 
these narratives and focuses on a simpler 
and more fundamental question: How did this 
infrastructure manage to function and enable 
circulation of people and goods and mobility in 
the first place? This research, which focuses on 
continuous maintenance and repair practices 
(tamirat-ı mütemadiye), treats repair not as 
a secondary technical afterthought but as a 
central component of any technology that 
promises mobility. Rather than understanding 
expert knowledge as abstract, propositional 
claims that emerged in the West, this study 
demonstrates that expertise is inextricably 
grounded in a series of practices that are both 
social and material.

Drawing on an eclectic set of primary 
sources comprising Ottoman archival 
documents, technical manuals, statistical 
books, and British reports and European 
memoirs, the study demonstrates that 
maintaining the line, supplying remote stations 
with water and fuel, and repairing locomotives 
required practical, environmental, and 
embodied knowledge to cope with recurring 
breakdowns, shortages, and environmental 
stress.

By arguing that maintenance and repair as 
both material and social processes, this article 
provides a corrective to the linear narratives of 
technological diffusion from West to Rest and 
reframes the Hejaz Railway as an infrastructure 
in the making, continuously reconstituted 
through daily labour of multiple actors at the 
ecological and political frontiers of the empire.

Zeynep Ecem Pulas is a predoctoral fellow at the research school “Knowledge and Its Resources” (IMPRS-
KIR) at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science. Zeynep completed a double major in history and 
political science at Istanbul Bilgi University. During her MA in global history at Freie Universität and Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin, she worked at the research center re:work and on the digital humanities project of the 
Hannah Arendt Critical Edition.
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Lay Mobility and Ecclesiastical Governance: 
Merchant Brokerage and the Institutionalization of 
the Archbishopric of Ohrid in the Eighteenth-Century 
Ottoman Empire 

This paper examines the institutionalization 
of the Archbishopric of Ohrid in the first half of 
the eighteenth century through the prism of 
lay mobility and brokerage. Long depicted as a 
marginal Orthodox institution subordinated to 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 
the Church of Ohrid has often been excluded 
from discussions of Ottoman governance and 
imperial connectivity. Drawing on previously 
unexplored Ottoman archival sources, this 
paper challenges such views by foregrounding 
the role of lay elites as important agents in 
sustaining the archbishopric’s political, fiscal, 
and administrative functions.

The paper argues that the stability and 
institutional viability of the Archbishopric of 
Ohrid depended much on mobile networks of 
merchants and artisans originating from towns 
like Kastoria, Ohrid, Siatista, Katranice, Gorice, 
and Moschopolis, all within the archbishopric’s 
jurisdiction. These actors often functioned as 
intermediaries between provincial ecclesiastical 

authorities and the Ottoman center. Through 
their commercial mobility, access to credit, and 
connections within the imperial administration, 
they transported official and confidential 
correspondence, mediated negotiations 
with Constantinople, financed and facilitated 
tax payments, and intervened directly in the 
hierarchs elections.

A case study from 1739–1740, during a 
period of plague and fiscal crisis, illustrates the 
resilience of these networks. In the absence of 
the archbishop’s official representative (vekil), 
a merchant from Katranice assumed the role 
of intermediary, ensuring the circulation of 
documents and facilitating negotiations that 
preserved the authority of Archbishop Ioasaph II.

By highlighting lay mobility as a constitutive 
force in ecclesiastical governance, this paper 
conceptualizes the institutionalization of 
the Church of Ohrid as a process shaped by 
circulation, brokerage, and interaction within the 
Ottoman imperial space.

Nikola Kjirikj is an assistant researcher in the “Department of the History of Macedonia under Ottoman Rule” 
at the Institute of National History, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, North Macedonia. He received 
his PhD in 2025 from Istanbul Medeniyet University. His research focuses on the institutional, fiscal, and political 
history of the Orthodox Church in the Ottoman Balkans during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, with 
particular emphasis on the Archbishopric of Ohrid. He works extensively with Ottoman Turkish archival material 
and Greek ecclesiastical sources, examining church–state relations, fiscal administration, and inter-Orthodox 
dynamics within the Ottoman Empire. His current research explores Orthodox lay mobility, merchant networks, 
and their role in shaping ecclesiastical governance in the Ottoman Balkans. His broader interests include 
Ottoman governance and the social history of religion in early modern Southeastern Europe.

Panel 7: 
Between Shrines and Institutions: 
Religious Authority and Movement
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The “Miraculous Events of Feriköy”: 
Urban and Religious Mobility in the Outskirts of 
Ottoman Istanbul (1880-1900) 

This paper traces a short-lived, and 
undocumented, interreligious pilgrimage 
that occurred in the late Ottoman capital, 
specifically at the Georgian-Catholic sanctuary 
built in Feriköy in 1862 (today in the area of 
Bomonti). From 1880 onwards, the missionaries 
at the head of the church, dedicated to the 
Virgin of Lourdes and the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, started to witness 
various thaumaturgical experiences of 
Istanbulites from all religious backgrounds. 
Throughout the decade, the pilgrimage to 
Feriköy attracted global attention in the Catholic 
world, before falling into oblivion by the early 
20th century. 

Drawing on various sources, letters of 
missionaries, a book printed at Syros describing 
the events in Greek, observations by French 
journalists and an Ottoman administrative 

document, this paper offers an urban analysis to 
this case-study. Located in a periphery that was 
still difficult to access, the pilgrimage reflects 
a growing interest for the outskirts of Istanbul 
during the late Ottoman era, which pushed 
for new sanctuaries like the Greek-Orthodox 
Balıklı ayazma. As the events were all related 
to healing, they can also be understood in the 
context to the 1877-78 crisis, during which 
Istanbul was hit by various epidemics and 
the arrival of refugees in distress. This urban 
framework does not ignore other dynamics at 
play, among which the global push for Lourdes-
related Catholic cults, but by underlining the 
connection between urban and religious 
mobility in an Ottoman locality, it seeks to 
historicize shared religious practices that are 
often only considered motionless traditions of 
the Eastern Mediterranean. 

Gabriel Doyle is currently an IAE-ANAMED fellow working on the surge of charitable piyango in the late 
Ottoman capital. His research has mostly concentrated on urban transformations and the history of charity, 
philanthropy, and humanitarianism looking more specifically at the Latin Catholic configuration of Istanbul. 
Before coming to ANAMED, he was a Teaching Fellow in Contemporary History in Reims (SciencesPo) and in 
Turkish studies in Aix-en-Provence (Aix-Marseille-Université). He is also working on the publication of his thesis 
for BRILL (Leiden), entitled Beyond the Enclosure: Catholic Charity in Istanbul’s Urban Fabric (1860-1914) and has 
published articles for the Journal of Urban History, Social Sciences and Missions, and more recently a chapter 
in the collective book Those Who Stayed, 1922: Political Transitions and Minority Strategies of Endurance in the 
Eastern Mediterranean (Routledge, 2025).
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Mystical Mobility as a Mode of Power-Making: 
Âmil Çelebi’s Contested Appointments 
in the Post-1908 Mevlevî Circles

This paper examines the attempted 
appointments of Âmil Çelebi to several 
provincial Mevlevî lodges, namely Aleppo, 
Antalya, and ultimately Kastamonu, by Veled 
Çelebi following his accession as the head 
sheikh of the Konya Mevlânâ Lodge in 1910. 
Drawing exclusively on hitherto neglected 
Ottoman archival material, it argues that these 
appointments were neither incidental nor 
merely administrative, but rather constituted 
a deliberate strategy aimed at consolidating 
Veled Çelebi’s authority over provincial Mevlevî 
lodges during the Second Constitutional 
Period. By tracing Âmil Çelebi’s enforced 
mystical mobility across the empire, the 
paper conceptualizes movement itself as a 
technique of power-making within the Mevlevî 
order. The strong opposition that emerged in 
Aleppo, where local notables, ulama, artisans, 
and Mevlevî affiliates formed competing 
factions either supporting or contesting the 

appointment, reveals how such centrally 
imposed mobilities generated intense local 
interactions and conflicts. Despite renewed 
attempts in 1913, the Aleppo appointment 
ultimately failed, as did the similar endeavor 
in Antalya, exposing the limits of central 
authority when confronted with entrenched 
provincial interests and communal resistance. 
The eventual appointment of Âmil Çelebi to 
the Kastamonu Mevlevî Lodge insinuates a 
recalibration rather than an abandonment of 
Veled Çelebi’s strategy. By situating mystical 
mobility at the intersection of authority, 
resistance, and negotiation, this paper 
contributes to broader discussions on Ottoman 
mobilities and interactions, demonstrating how 
spiritual office-holding and physical movement 
functioned as instruments of religio-political 
consolidation within late Ottoman Sufi 
networks.

Bahadır Yolcu is a historian of the late Ottoman period, specializing in state-tariqa relations and the dynamics 
of Sufi networks. He received his BA from Boğaziçi University in 2022 as the highest-ranking student in the 
Department of History and completed his MA at Sabancı University in 2025. His master’s thesis, supervised 
by Selçuk Akşin Somel, examined factionalism among the descendants of Rûmî at the turn of the twentieth 
century. Currently, Yolcu is pursuing a PhD in History at Istanbul University, where he has served as a Research 
Assistant since January 2024. In addition to his doctoral research, he is a member of the editorial team for 
the Turkish Journal of History (Tarih Dergisi). He has published two articles in internationally indexed journals, 
contributing to the scholarly understanding of mystical symbiosis and imperial social structures.
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Panel 8: 
Displacement and Reinvention: 
Exile, Agency, and New Beginnings 
From Exile to Business: 
The Career of Adolf Orosdi

Following the reform movements in Europe, 
a revolution broke out in Hungary in 1848 
against Habsburg rule, leading to a war of 
independence. However, the Habsburg 
leadership crushed the movements and 
forced several of its members into exile. A 
significant number of the exiles were accepted 
by the Ottoman Empire. Among them was 
Lajos Kossuth, a member of the Hungarian 
government and later governor, who lived with 
his entourage first in Vidin and then in Kütahya.

The Hungarian emigrants accepted 
by the Ottomans later contributed to the 
empire’s development in various ways. All this 
contributed significantly to the deepening 
of cultural, economic, and military relations 
between the two nations, which still define the 
countries’ foreign policies.

Among these Hungarians, Adolf Orosdi 
had a unique career. He came from a merchant 

family and arrived in the Ottoman Empire with 
fellow emigrants, serving as the secretary to 
Lajos Kossuth. However, he soon became 
independent from the Hungarian emigrants, 
settled in Istanbul, and became a prosperous 
wholesaler. He opened his first shop in 1855, 
named “Ömer Efendi’nin Giyim Mağazası,” 
and his business soon grew into a major 
international company. Co-founded with Fülöp 
Back and registered in Paris in 1888, the Orosdi-
Back brand operated a network of stores from 
Europe through the Middle East and South 
Africa to Japan.

The presentation is about this unique life 
story, from exile to the successful international 
trade network, as an interesting narrative within 
the framework of Ottoman mobilities and 
interactions.

Gergő Máté Kovács received his PhD (2020), MSc (2013), and Specialised Engineer Degree for the 
Preservation of Built Heritage (2018) from Budapest University of Technology and Economics, Faculty of 
Architecture, and BA (2017) in Philology of Eastern Languages and Cultures (Turkish Studies) at Loránd 
Eötvös University in Budapest. Kovács worked on preservation projects for Ottoman buildings in Hungary and 
participated in architectural surveys of historical buildings in Hungary and Türkiye. He participated in research 
projects, exhibition organisation, and book publications. Kovács currently works as Cultural Attaché at Liszt 
Institute – Hungarian Cultural Center in Istanbul.
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Ottoman-Armenian Actresses on the Move: 
Negotiating Agency, Labor, and Intercultural 
Interactions through Touring

This paper investigates the spatial and 
professional mobility of Armenian actresses in 
the late nineteenth-century Ottoman Empire, 
positioning “mobility” as a constitutive force in 
their careers rather than a passive byproduct of 
imperial crisis. Following the 1870s—a decade 
characterized by the professionalization 
of the Ottoman-Armenian stage that was 
subsequently disrupted by political crises, 
censorship, and language restrictions in 
Istanbul—leading actresses such as Azniv 
Hrachia and Yeranouhi Karakashian navigated 
a landscape of dispersion. By transitioning 
to regional hubs like Adrianople (Edirne) and 
Tbilisi, these performers utilized touring as a 
strategic response to institutional constraints 
and mnemonic erasure.

Drawing on archival materials from my 
doctoral thesis, I examine the relation between 
mobility and acting as a professional labor. A 
primary case study explores Azniv Hrachia’s 

1878 collaboration with the Sephardic 
community in Adrianople. Despite language 
barriers, Hrachia’s performance on the Judeo-
Spanish stage reveals a “cross-communal 
agency” that ensured economic survival and 
challenged the ethnic and linguistic boundaries 
of the imperial fabric. Additionally, the paper 
analyzes the “Tbilisi experience,” where 
actresses negotiated the stylistic transition 
from melodramatic traditions to Russian 
realism, illustrating how theatrical knowledge 
was reshaped in transit.

Ultimately, this study argues that the 
mobility of Ottoman-Armenian actresses 
was a practice of subjectivity and economic 
autonomy that challenged their marginalization 
from the national narrative. By mapping these 
flows of expertise, the paper contributes to the 
symposium’s themes of “Labour and Expertise” 
and “Knowledge and Culture in Transit”.

Duygu Dalyanoğlu is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Program of Gender Studies at Kadir Has University. As an 
award-winning researcher-practitioner with twenty years of experience as a theater artist and playwright—
notably for the plays Zabel and Sevgi Soysal Insists on Living—her academic work is deeply informed by her 
own theatrical journey. Her doctoral thesis, which she will defend in February 2026, explores the experiences 
of Armenian actresses during the establishment of European-style theater in the Ottoman Empire. Utilizing 
feminist historiography and multi-lingual archival research, she reconstructs their professional narratives to 
identify structural erasures and restore the agency of female performers within the gaps of traditional theater 
history. Her research further situates the mobility of these actresses within the broader context of Ottoman 
modernization.
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Nationalism and the Mediterranean: 
Malta, Exile, and Arabic Language

This paper focuses on Ottoman 
representations on Malta, a place that initially 
struck authors from the Mediterranean’s 
eastern and southern shores as totally 
unfamiliar and foreign, but which, as they would 
come to realize, was home to a people who 
shared their origins. The first section of this 
paper provides an overview of British works 
about Malta. Here, I will demonstrate how 
the authors I study draw upon the tendency 
to forge affiliations between Malta and the 
Orient. Although Arabic and Turkish sources 
reiterated British assumptions that the 
Maltese were a Semitic people, they used this 
claim as a point of departure for challenging 
entrenched Orientalist assumptions, including 
the notion that Arabs or Turks cannot build 
a civilized nation. In particular, I will examine 
how the Lebanese-Ottoman polymath 

Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq (1805/6–1887) and 
the Turkish sociologist and poet Ziya Gökalp 
(1876–1924) contextualized Malta within the 
Mediterranean’s longue-durée history during 
their exile or travels in Malta. I will pay attention 
to one key juxtaposition: on the one hand, these 
authors were confronted with a Mediterranean 
that generated a sense of disorientation; on 
the other hand, they eventually projected the 
Mediterranean as a primitive homeland or 
civilization in order to overcome this sense of 
disorientation. As these authors began to view 
the Mediterranean less as an external threat 
and more as the root from which different 
cultures and civilizations (including their own) 
emerged, so I will argue, they were able to build 
the foundation of a monolingual nationalist 
vision.

C. Ceyhun Arslan is an associate professor in the Department of Comparative Literature at Koç University. He 
is the co-editor-in-chief of Middle Eastern Literatures and a member of the ICLA’s current Anna Balakian Jury 
for 2025–2028. Arslan is the author of the monograph The Ottoman Canon and the Construction of Arabic and 
Turkish Literatures (Edinburgh University Press). His works have appeared in or are forthcoming in numerous 
journals and edited volumes, including Comparative Literature Studies, Journal of Mediterranean Studies, 
and Cambridge History of Middle Eastern Modernism. He has been awarded the Marie-Sklodowska Curie 
Fellowship, the Alexander von Humboldt Georg Forster Fellowship for Experienced Researchers, the Science 
Academy of Turkey Young Scientist Award (BAGEP), and the Turkish Academy of Sciences Outstanding 
Young Scientist Award (GEBIP). He is working on his second book, tentatively entitled Thinking alongside 
Worlds: The Mediterranean Reconfigured in Late Ottoman and Post-Ottoman Narratives.
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