for example, tapu senedi/sened-i hakani (land deeds),
historical niifus ciizdan: (identity papers) and miirur tezkeresi
(travel permits), as well as documents relating to the 1923
Miibadele/AvtaAirayn (Population Exchange).

We also plan to broaden our print collections by adding
postcards and related visual materials that illustrate
architectural and environmental changes during the late 19th
and 20th centuries. These additions will not only enhance the
depth of our Ottoman and Modern Turkish Studies holdings,
but also will build upon the historical strengths of the
library’s holdings, in environmental studies and in related
collections from the pre-classical and classical periods.

In summary, the David H. French Library is undergoing
some exciting changes that we hope will bring new energy
and dynamism to the space, as well as to attract new users and
members. In the coming months, we also plan to acquire a
glass display case for some of our unique and rare collections.

And finally — for now! — we are in discussions to
transform the Archives Room in order to better
accommodate visiting researchers, as well as to develop a
teaching programme centred on our niched holdings. These
include the squeeze collection, which comprises 10,000
examples primarily from Asia Minor, as well as numerous
personal archival collections.

doi:10.18866/biaa2025.09
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Figure 1. View of the Euphrates River, settlements and the surrounding areas along its banks, as well as the mountains, from

Geldibuldu
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Geldibuldu village in the Kahta district of Adiyaman province. Our archive contains photographs of these settlements.
(photographed and modified by Goksel Keysan, taken on 20 November 2025).

digitisation and digital humanities projects.

Throughout 2025, the office engaged in various
initiatives, including conference participation, presentations
and establishing collaborations. The Islandora digital
repository system upgraded and migrated to the new servers
including system and data. Digitisation efforts and data
uploading to the digital repository continue, ensuring open
access to information via https://digitalrepository.biaa.ac.uk/.
During this period, our sphere of impact has expanded, and our
learning and teaching activities have continued uninterrupted.

‘Lost Villages of the Upper Euphrates: A Digital Archive

Project’, supported by the UCLA MEAP
(https://meap.library.ucla.edu/), completed its second year. It
aims to digitally preserve the cultural heritage of settlements
along the Euphrates River in Eastern and Southeastern
Anatolia, which were submerged with the construction of the
Atatlirk, Keban and Karakaya dams (Fig. 1). This involves
digitising photographs taken between 1960 and 1990 by
David H. French, Tugrul Cakar, Stephen Mitchell and Matina

The BIAA Digital Repository Office actively manages
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Mitchell, documenting the cultural life, social structure,
ethnic diversity, landscape and environment of these villages.
All materials are openly accessible through the UCLA
Library Digital Collection: https://digital.library.ucla.edu/
catalog/ark:/21198/z1¢3562m.

Adhering to FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable,
Reusable) standards, the BIAA Digital Repository promotes
the reuse of its collections for research and public
engagement. An interactive narrative combining historical
context and visuals was created using ArcGIS Story Map as
part of a Master’s thesis project by Burcu Aksahin:
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/463965791b614f008dba
3128a48ec3cO0.

To further engage with communities, the BIAA team
visited Adiyaman province in November 2025, focusing on
Geldibuldu village. This visit aimed to inform local
populations about the project, understand the current state of
documented areas, gather information and enrich catalogue
data through personal stories. This process allowed us to gain
an understanding of the village’s past while also experiencing


https://digital.library.ucla.edu/catalog/ark:/21198/z1c3562m
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/463965791b614f008dba3128a48ec3c0

firsthand the community’s attachment to their cultural
heritage through the stories they shared with us. We observed
the profound significance that the photographs held for them;
many were reunited with images of lost loved ones, and
some even came to know people they had never met through
the stories. The experience reminded us that archives are not
merely repositories of information but also bridges that
preserve memories and emotions (Figs 2—4).

Joint BIRI projects

The British Academy-funded Digital Coordination and
Strategy Project, in its fourth year, is a collaborative initiative
across eight British International Research Institutes (BIRIs).
It focuses on digitising and standardising archival holdings,
developing shared infrastructures and enhancing accessibility
through digital humanities tools. A key outcome is a Linked
Open Data framework connecting places, people and
institutions across archives. An example is the “Women
Transcending Boundaries’ Story Map on ArcGIS
(https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/
47f520f8a244442cb13fc605ee8d95ac), which spotlights
pioneering women archaeologists like Eugénie Sellers
Strong, Winifred Lamb (https://digitalrepository.biaa.ac.uk/
biaaperson00019), Yusra Al-Haifawiyah and Kathleen
Kenyon (https://digitalrepository.biaa.ac.uk/
biaaperson00405), tracing their journeys and contributions.
The interactive narrative traces their journeys across Rome,
Athens, Anatolia and the Levant, showing how they
conducted fieldwork, built scholarly networks and
challenged gender norms within BIRI institutions. By
integrating maps, text, images and other media, the Story
Map provides a spatial and temporal perspective on these
women’s contributions, making them more visible and
accessible to both academic audiences and the wider public.
A forthcoming Story Map on BIRI History will further
illustrate interconnections between institutes. Work on the
‘Connecting Archives, Connecting Locations’ guideline is
also in progress, building on the ‘Connecting Archives,

l

Figure 2. The location of Tille Hoyiik, which was flooded, is
being pointed out by Mehmet Yilanci from the village of
Geldibuldu. Clockwise; Dr Nurdan Atalan Cayirezmez, Deniz
Cit, Mehmet Yilanci and Ramazan Kalan.

Connecting People’ (CACP) project
(https://digitalrepository.biaa.ac.uk/connecting-archives-
connecting-people-project-archive).

Another joint project — ‘Transforming Access to
Mediterranean Cultural Heritage Science Collections’, with
the British School at Athens and British School at Rome — is
funded by UKRI under the RICHeS programme and led by
Newecastle University. This project
(https://www.riches.ukri.org/funding/riches-
investments/tranche-1-collections/transforming-access-to-me
diterranean-cultural-heritage-science-collections/) aims to
standardise and integrate scientific cultural heritage
collections across the Mediterranean, developing shared
infrastructures and linked open data frameworks for enhanced
research and public access. Geologist Basak Bodur is also
working on stone collections, supporting cataloguing and
digital integration. Consequently, the BIAA’s collections are
becoming more accessible to international researchers and
integrated into Mediterranean cultural heritage data networks.

Managing Artificial Intelligence in Archaeology

MAIA (Managing Artificial Intelligence in Archaeology), an
EU COST Action project (CA23141,
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA23141/), investigates the
transformative potential of Al in archaeological research and
practice (https://maiacost.eu/). It unites scholars, technology
specialists and heritage professionals across Europe to explore
Al-driven methods such as automated site detection,
predictive modelling, image recognition and data integration.
The project addresses ethical, methodological and disciplinary
challenges, ensuring responsible Al application in cultural
heritage. Dr Nurdan Atalan Cayirezmez is contributing to
Working Group 4 (Dissemination and Communication).

Museums of Tiirkiye

This year, the ‘Museums of Tiirkiye’ project
(https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vikipedi: GLAM/T%C3%BCrki
ye_M%C3%BCzeleri/en), in collaboration with Ankara

A e Iﬁ“(l 1éa. \ ! -"{.". 5
Figure 3. Liitfiye Yilanci weaved in the garden of a house in
Geldibuldu village, with Mustafa Yilanci waiting nearby with
a goat.
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University, involved students visiting Ankara museums to
collect information and edit Wikipedia content.

The BIAA fosters collaborations with universities,
independent communities and associations. Ongoing
partnerships include Archaeology Data Service (ADS) and
Heritage Science Data Service (HSDS) for digital repository
and linked open data. In collaboration with the German
Archaeological Institute (DAI), Middle East Technical
University (METU) and the BIAA, an online workshop titled
‘Research Data and Now? Research Data Management
Basics Workshop’ was held on 25-26 June 2025, related to
The Archaeo-Informatics conference series. For publications
and presentations: https://digitalrepository.biaa.ac.uk/
resources
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