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(TKAP) is a new excavation in the Konya Plain

(central Anatolia), started in 2024 and co-directed by
Michele Massa (Bilkent University) and James Osborne
(University of Chicago), with the assistance of Hiiseyin
Erpehlivan (Bilecik Seyh Edebali University). We are
presenting here the preliminary results from the first field
season, which targeted three areas datable to the earlier
second millennium BCE (ca 18th—16th centuries BCE) and
the last period of occupation (ca 100-50 BCE).

The site is a major urban centre in the Konya Plain with a
continuous occupation spanning the Early Bronze Age to the
late Hellenistic period (ca 3500-50 BCE). It is composed of a
main mound (30ha in size, 35m high), an extensive lower
settlement and several cemeteries surrounding it, for a total of
ca 250ha, making it one of the largest pre-Roman sites in
Tiirkiye. It is located in a region that has been investigated by
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some of the earliest systematic surveys in the country
(including those of James Mellaart and David French), and
where BIAA-led excavations at Catalhdyiik, Boncuklu
Hoyiik, Pmarbasi and Canhasan have made it one of the best-
researched contexts to analyse the early stages of Near
Eastern sedentism. However, despite the perceived
importance of the area for also shedding light on later
processes like urbanisation, early state formation and imperial
control, very little research has been conducted on the subject.
These processes were indeed the main target of the
BIAA-sponsored Konya Regional Archaeological Survey
Project (KRASP) which, between 2017 and 2022, conducted
extensive and intensive ceramic collection, UAV-based 3D
modelling, geophysics and geoarchaeology at 160 sites. Its
results indicate that the Konya Plain is one of the earliest
regions in Anatolia to witness the rise of large centres and the
creation of territorial polities between the early and mid-third
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millennium BCE. They further trace the development of
political complexity in the region through the development of
coordinated fortification networks, the appearance of urban
sites and a sophisticated site hierarchy. During the fifth—third
centuries BCE, a radical change in settlement layouts and a
general reduction in site sizes that correlated with the overall
increase in number of sites — even in areas previously
unoccupied — seem to reflect the impact of new forms of
(agropastoral) resource extraction policies in the context of
the Achaemenid and Seleucid Empires.

Through this analysis, Tlirkmen-Karahoytiik also emerges
as one of only two urban sites in the Konya Plain across the
last 5000 years, the other being the twin site of Konya-
Karahoyiik / Alaeddin Tepesi. It was then selected for
excavation among all KRASP sites as the centre with the
longest occupational span, and for being in a rural setting
that would allow us to study its lower settlement and its
relationship with the surrounding local and human
landscapes with greater ease.

Archaeological and historical background

The earliest evidence for occupation on-site is currently
datable to the Early Bronze Age, but this is documented only
by a handful of sherds scattered across the main mound;
without stratigraphic excavation, we are currently unable to
offer more details about this early phase. During the Middle
Bronze Age, the abundance of artefacts across the central
mound suggests it may have been inhabited in its entirety
(ca 30ha); seal-stamped pottery and high-quality ceramic
wares show that it was already an important trade centre,
likely in contact with the so-called ‘Old Assyrian Trade
Network” operating in Cappadocia.

During the Late Bronze Age, the site expanded consid-
erably towards an arc of low-lying mounds; since geo-
archaeological investigations of this lower settlement have
only just started, we cannot yet assess how much bigger the
site became, but it at least doubled in size to 60—80ha. The
site’s large size, the significant quantities of North Central
Anatolian-style pottery and imported high-quality wares
point to a major administrative centre in the Hittite ‘Lower
Land’. Its location along the Carsamba River (the Hittite
‘Hulaya’), its geostrategic position at the crossroads between
central/western Anatolia and the Eastern Mediterranean
world, and later local kings claiming a connection with the
royal Hittite dynasty, also make the equation between
Tirkmen-Karahdyiik and Tarhuntassa (lit. ‘City of the
Storm-God’) entertainable. Tarhuntas$a was initially the
second capital of the Hittite Empire and, after dynastic strife
within the royal family, it was given to the legitimate crown
prince Kuruntiya as the capital of his new kingdom, carved
from the Lower Land province.

While the Late Bronze/Early Iron Age transition is
poorly defined at Tiirkmen-Karahoytlik — and more broadly
in the KRASP area — the site was clearly a major first-

millennium BCE centre, based on the vast networks of
exchange witnessed by ceramic relations extending to
Phrygia, Lydia, Lycia, Tabal and Cilicia. The 2019 discovery
of the TURKMEN-KARAHOYUK 1 Hieroglyphic Luwian
inscription of a Great King Hartapu further indicated that it
may have been the capital of a hitherto unknown Iron Age
kingdom during the ninth—eighth centuries BCE. The
inscription, celebrating a victory against the Land of Mushka
(likely the Phrygian kingdom), is part of a larger project of
landscape monumentality by Hartapu, which includes the
two peak sanctuaries of Kizildag and Karadag — both also
host to several of his hieroglyphic inscriptions.

Tiirkmen-Karahdyiik’s largest extent was reached during
the fifth—first centuries BCE, under Achaemenid and Seleucid
rule, a historical period in central Anatolia that is still very
poorly understood. Its occupation ended in a massive confla-
gration that can be followed across the whole site, witnessed
by thick layers of ashes, as well as vast amounts of recon-
structable pottery and other small finds, including loom
weights, figurines and figurine moulds. Geophysical survey
of the mound further highlighted the urban layout of the late
Hellenistic destruction level, showing clusters of multi-
roomed buildings — including two large structures (50x30m)
— streets and plazas. This makes Tiirkmen-Karahdyiik
currently the largest and best-preserved context to understand
the Hellenistic period in inner Anatolia.

The 2024 season

Before our first brief field season, we managed to start the
restoration of on-site laboratories and a dormitory, which
allowed us to host around 30 people across the five weeks
there. Numerous meetings with senior staff were dedicated
to setting up an Archacological Information System (AIS) to
manage the digital documentation on-site and on-campus,
including the online database, the GIS platform and the
digitisation of the UAV-based architectural planning.
Midway through the season, we were also able to set up the
palacobotany, zooarchaeology, ceramics, restoration and
human osteology labs, which allowed us to process some of
the finds to contextualise the excavation data in better detail
(see below). Hakan Tarhan, head of the Community
Archaeology Lab, was able to organise a series of events
geared to foster stronger ties between TKAP and the
villagers of modern Tiirkmenkarahiiyiik; he further
embedded himself in the field team to be better able to
interact with the team, and with the numerous site visitors.
Finally, fieldwork was preceded by a week of intensive
excavation training for all team members, including the
people we hired to work with us in the trenches.

Our first season’s targets were to establish (a) a trench on
the top of the main mound, to investigate the late Hellenistic
destruction and in particular one of the large structures
identified on geophysics; and (b) two trenches in the
extensive erosion gullies that crisscross the mound, in the
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Location of the excavated trenches in the 2024 season: Field
1 (late Hellenistic), Field 2 (MBA), Field 3 (MBA).
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effort to devise a methodology to extensively investigate the
deeper levels of the site. The Late Hellenistic levels revealed
a severely burnt level, followed by a more ephemeral
reoccupation and then a wholesale abandonment of the site.
While we only reached the burnt floors in a limited area, we
found a wealth of reconstructable in situ finds, including a
bathtub with plastic relief (so far unique in inner Anatolia),
several bronze jewellery items, loom weights, oil lamps and
numerous ceramic vessels. According to the Hellenistic
specialist Dries Daems, preliminary analysis suggests a
destruction date before the mid-first century BCE, which is
comparable with that of unstratified survey finds from
elsewhere on the mound, and thus potentially contemporary
with the Roman occupation of the region.

The two other trenches reached the early second-
millennium BCE levels; in one case, it revealed a dense
residential quarter at the outskirts of the Middle Bronze Age
upper town. Later pits intercepting this level also yielded
evidence of administrative practices, in the form of bronze
stamp seals and a few clay sealings. Other finds include two
imported perfume bottles and crescent-shaped stamped loom
weights, clearly reminiscent of Konya-Karahdyiik’s
examples. The other trench revealed instead a space
dominated by large oven installations and pits filled with
thin ash layers indicative of a ceramic workshop. Palaeo-
botanical and zooarchaeological analyses in both trenches
identified potential ritual deposits in several pits, charac-
terised by the deposition of heavily burnt cuts of animal
carcasses and plant matter in ways that mirror descriptions
of Hittite rituals from Hattusa’s temple archives.
Additionally, these analyses highlighted the presence of
imported fruits (figs) and the introduction of new domesti-
cated species (donkey and horse). All these elements
confirm the importance of Tiirkmen-Karahdyiik during this
period, as a place of both centralised administration and
interregional trade.

A dozen radiocarbon samples sent to the TUBITAK-
MAM lab will soon allow us to better define the absolute
chronology of the excavated trenches.

Post-excavation analysis

We are now in the process of applying with our collabo-
rators for a number of interdisciplinary projects that will
allow us to connect Tiirkmen-Karahoytik with its
surroundings. These include isotopic and aDNA analysis of
animal, human and plant remains at the site to understand
patterns of mobility and resource extraction around the
urban site, geochemical analysis of clay samples collected
across the Konya Plain and beyond to identify regional
dynamics of ceramic manufacturing and exchange, geo-
archaeological coring to characterise the local environment
through time, and last but not least a programme of public
outreach dedicated to local communities, site visitors and an
interested non-specialist public.
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the Gokirmak valley, about 50km south of the

Turkish Black Sea coast in the modern district of
Taskoprii (Kastamonu). The site was identified at the end of
the 18th century as the ancient city of Pompeiopolis in
Paphlagonia, mentioned by Strabo as a foundation by
Pompey the Great during the military campaign against
Mithridates in 66—62 BCE (Marek 2001; Summerer, Von
Kienlin 2014).

Conducted between 2009 and 2023, the stratigraphic
excavation of a grand house on the northeastern slopes of
the tepe was carried out by a team from the University of
Roma Tre, led by Professor Luisa Musso in collaboration
with the Kastamonu Museum under the direction, success-
ively, of Prof. Latife Summerer, Asst Prof. Tayyar Giirdal
and Assoc. Prof. Mevliit Eliusiik. The excavation uncovered
a terrace house of more than 3200m? occupying at least two
blocks of the northeastern edge of the urban grid (Musso et
al. 2011).

While there is no built evidence preceding the third-
century-CE urban layout, it has been possible to follow the
transformation of this part of the city into a rural landscape
over about ten centuries. Five macro-phases have been
preliminarily identified (Tatbul et al. 2023):

The Late Antique grand house. Around the middle of the
third century CE a huge terrace house was built at the lower
edge of an area developed by a system of perpendicular road
axes. The house is organised on at least two levels: The
upper one consists of a suite of large reception halls, some
equipped with hypocaust heating systems, with independent
monumental access via a staircase from an honour court to
the north of the house; the lower one was organised around a

The archaeological site of Zimbilli Tepe is located in

central peristyle which underwent various transformations
over the course of three centuries.

The downgrade of the house. In the second half of the
sixth century CE a progressive transformation of the domus
is recorded. The spaces of the house are divided into smaller
rooms, with evidence of craft activities and the setting up of
storage facilities. The hypocausts are disabled and their
elements recycled in different ways. Also the central garden
is occupied by buildings, while the infrastructures for the
disposal and/or collection of rainwater are rearranged. By
the second half of the seventh century CE, the original
distinction between public and private spaces disappears and
the walls of the domus are partially reused ruins.

The Early Byzantine hamlet. Between the eighth and
tenth centuries CE the area became a rural settlement, where
isolated small buildings were identified around a central

D model of the excavation of the Late Antique grand house in
Zimbilli Tepe (elaboration by Antonio Abate).
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