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L E G A C Y  D ATA :  U S I N G  T H E  P A S T  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E   
Legacy data present an immensely rich and varied body of largely unstudied information that 
allows present­day scientists and researchers further understanding of Türkiye and the Black Sea 
region. The British Institute at Ankara’s own historical collections, including paper and 
photographic archives as well as archaeological collections, offer insights into the evolution of the 
topic or material under study as well as information about assets now lost. The Institute owns 
collections of squeezes and ceramic sherds as well as large photographic collections and archives 
that offer excellent study material for scholars in many disciplines, including archaeologists, 
historians, anthropologists and specialists in epigraphy and ethnology. This strategic research 
initiative aims to promote interdisciplinary academic research that relates to legacy data 
concentrating on Türkiye and the Black Sea region. Work on the Institute’s collections will be an 
important focus, as will research on other legacy data available in Türkiye and the Black Sea region.

Efforts to digitise the photographic archive of the 
BIAA have been ongoing since the 2000s. The 
archive consists of colour slides, negatives, contact 

prints and prints that, once digitised, will be catalogued and 
made accessible to researchers. The scanning, cataloguing 
and metadata enrichment process has continued with new 
digitisation projects for the BIAA’s new open-access digital 
repository. We’d like to share some of the projects we’ve 
been working on over the past year. But first we would like 
to take a moment to acknowledge Stephen Mitchell 
(1948–2024). Stephen was a distinguished scholar and long-
time contributor to the BIAA, with over 50 years of research 
on Anatolia to his name. He led major archaeological 
projects, including a survey in Pisidia, and served in key 
roles such as Honorary Secretary, Chair and Vice-President 
of the institute. We are deeply grateful for his energy, 
leadership and invaluable insights. His input has been 
essential, and we thank him for everything he has brought to 
our work. His collaboration has been essential in curating the 
digital collections and uncovering hidden connections within 
our archives. His legacy is secured in the data related to his  
projects, which can be explored in the BIAA digital repository  
(https://digitalrepository.biaa.ac.uk/biaaperson00079).  

 
Events 
In addition to cataloguing and structuring data, disseminating 
and promoting the archives is also essential, making 

collaboration with other stakeholders and institutions crucial. 
To share knowledge about digitisation and create synergy 
between the British International Research Institutes, 
the ‘BIRI Digital Coordination and Strategy Project’ was 
initiated in 2022. Over these first two years, the team has 
focused on a few notable case studies that reveal hidden 
connections within and between the various archives. At the 
end of the second year, a workshop titled ‘Using Linked Open 
Data and Preliminary Preparation for Digital Storytelling to 
Promote/Disseminate Archives’ was organised for BIRI staff 
on 26–27 February 2024 at the British School at Athens. The 
main aim of the workshop was to discuss tools, software, 
infrastructure and data modelling for Linked Open Data and 
Digital Storytelling. In addition to sharing technical and 
practical experiences, the invited speakers highlighted 
limitations and presented case studies. The general framework 
for the next stages of the project was also discussed.  

Another event co-organised by the institute took place on 
25–26 November 2024 in Ankara. The 2nd Archaeo-
Informatics Conference was a collaboration between the 
BIAA, the Istanbul Department of the German 
Archaeological Institute (DAI) and Middle East Technical 
University (METU). Titled ‘Use and Challenges of AI in 
Archaeology’, the conference aimed to look ahead, 
unpacking how artificial intelligence is transforming the 
field, and discussing the difficulties that come with its 
integration into archaeological research.  
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And finally, the institute arranged a series of Turkish (in 
person) and Arabic (online) workshops as part of the 
‘Connecting Archives, Connecting People Project’ 
(https://m.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:GLAM/Connecting_A 
rchives,_Connecting_People_Project). The workshop 
outcomes are openly accessible via the BIAA Digital 
Repository (https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.12842/a41446a2-
a25b-4f13-b35a-80fe0868ad97) and the Imagining Futures 
(IF) Repository (https://ifrepo.world/Detail/projects/13).  

Projects 
The project ‘Lost Villages of the Upper Euphrates: A Digital 
Archive’ started on 01 March 2024 funded by UCLA’s 
Modern Endangered Archives Program (MEAP) 
(https://meap.library.ucla.edu/about/news/meap-awards-
cohortfive/). In two years’ time 2,400 photographic slides 
comprising an ethnographic record of life in the Upper 
Euphrates region from 1970 to 1990 will be digitised and 
catalogued. Digital Archivist Deniz Çit is working with 
interns and volunteers, supported also by Research Assistant 
Felicity Crowe.  

This year we also have been working with Dr Mark 
Nesbitt on digitising a slide collection donated to the BIAA, 
which has opened new possibilities for linking our 
collections. The Delwen J. Samuel and R. Mark Nesbitt 
Photographic Collection will be integrated with the 
ethnographic slides digitisation project funded by UCLA 
MEAP. 

After the completion of the Botanical Reference 
Collections digitisation project (https://biaa.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2023/01/HT12-14-Botanical-reference-colle
ctions.pdf), the Seed Reference Collection was transferred 
back to the BIAA Ankara premises in March 2024. Thanks to 
the Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Culture and Tourism and 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry for their support and 
collaboration. The BIAA Laboratory facilities were also 
renovated and the environmental conditions were customised 
for the organic materials.  

The BIAA has been involved in other new collaborations 
over this past year, including partnering in a new project with 
the British School at Athens and the British School at Rome. 
Called the ‘Transforming Access to Mediterranean Cultural 

Clockwise from top left: Stuart Blaylock, Nurdan Atalan Çayirezmez and Gonca Özger discuss the Tille Höyük archives.  Ann 
Murray and Gonca Özger. Mark Nesbitt working on enriching the metadata for the slides of the ‘Mark Nesbitt and Delwen Samuel 
Slide Collection’. Ilgın Deniz Can and Mark Nesbitt working on the ‘Mark Nesbitt and Delwen Samuel Slide Collection’. 
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Heritage Science Collections’, the collaboration is being led 
by the University of Newcastle and funded by the UKRI 
AHRC RICHeS programme. It started on 01 September 2024 
and will continue for two years. 

The BIAA is serving as a partner for the collaboration 
‘Spool Lab: An Interdisciplinary Research to Investigate 
the Iron Age Clay Spool-Shaped Objects from Tille Höyük, 
South-Eastern Anatolia Project’  
(https://www.ispc.cnr.it/en/2024/08/29/the-spool-lab/). The 
collaboration is funded by Italia, the Institute of Heritage 
Science and Istituto di Scienze del Patrimonio Culturale 
(CNR ISPC); it will focus on archival material collected 
from Tille Höyük, using non-invasive archaeometric 
methods, as well as digital and experimental techniques, 
with the aim of improving our understanding of the Iron Age 
textile industry.  

Other activities 
‘Digital Stories for the BIRI Collections: Methods, 
Limitations and Challenges’ was a presentation given at the 
CAA Greece Conference (CAA GR 2024) ‘Transforming 
Heritage in a Transforming World’ in Serres, Greece on 
16–17 April 2024. 

Gonca Özger (Digital Repository Assistant Manager) 
presented a talk titled ‘The British Institute at Ankara Animal 
Bone Reference Collection: From Analogue to Digital’, 
prepared with Nurdan Atalan Çayırezmez (Digital Repository 
Manager), at the workshop ‘Recent Zooarchaeological 
Studies in Anatolia’, on 24 May 2024. The presentation 
focused on curating digital biological collections through the 
application of Linked Open Data, and highlighted the 
importance of developing controlled vocabularies and 
taxonomies. 

Gonca Özger and Burcu Akşahin (Research Scholar 
2021–24) attended the SHADE (Sharing Heritage and 
Archaeological Data Effectively) Training School ‘Data 
Aggregation and Integration in ARIADNE RI’ from 17–21 
June 2024 in Heraklion, Crete. The aim of this training was 
to provide participants with hands-on experience with test 
cases, as well as practical application training with the 3M 
tool, developed by FORTH (Greece), for mapping and 
converting data to CIDOC CRM. 

Nurdan Atalan Çayırezmez and Ilgın Deniz Can (BIAA), 
with Prof. Dr Necmi Aksoy (Düzce Üniversitesi), presented 
‘The British Institute at Ankara (BIAA) Araştırma Enstitüsü: 
Botanik Referans Koleksiyonları Dijitalleştirme Projesi’ at 
‘ÜNAK 2024 Sempozyumu, Bilimsel İletişim 
Ekosisteminde Akademik Kütüphaneler ve Yenilikçi 
Hizmetler’, which took place in Ankara on 12–13 
September 2024. 

Our team is committed to keeping up-to-date with 
innovations in the digital humanities in the areas of open 
access, linked open data, machine learning and artificial 
intelligence. It is therefore imperative that cultural heritage 
institutions incorporate new ways of collaborating and 
sharing knowledge. To that end, Nurdan Atalan 
Çayırezmez attended Wikimania 2024 in Katowice, 
Poland, as well as the Wikimedia CEE Meeting 2024 in 
Istanbul, Türkiye.  

With the help of an IF Mobility Grant, Digital Repository 
Manager Nurdan Atalan Çayırezmez and Herbarium 
Researcher Ilgın Deniz Can had the opportunity this past 
year to visit Kew Gardens, the UCL Institute of Archaeology 
and Liverpool University to learn more about BIAA-related 
collections and archives in the UK. 
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