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Aphrodisias continues to favour its
investigators with remarkable archaeology:
the two-month season in July and August
2017 saw rich finds and important results.
Our team worked on a variety of monuments
and projects – Stadium, Sebasteion, Temple
of Aphrodite, Bronze Age material from the
Theater Hill and restoration in the Basilica.
The main focus however was on excavation
in the Tetrapylon Street and the South Agora.

The excavation of the Tetrapylon Street is designed to investigate a key urban artery and bring new information about
Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman Aphrodisias. Work in 2017 was concentrated to the south of the Sebasteion’s Propylon,
supervised by Ine Jacobs and funded by the Headley Trust, the Malcolm Hewitt Wiener Foundation and the British Institute at
Ankara. The specific aim in 2017 was to investigate further the post-Byzantine bath building discovered in 2016.

As exposed this year, the bathhouse consists of four rooms
and a praefurnium on its eastern side: Room 1 is a water
chamber or built water tank; Room 2 is a large hot room with a
hypocaust floor; Room 3 is a smaller chamber to the
southwest, possibly a tepid room; and to its east, Room 4, with
benches on its western and northern walls (added later), was
possibly a changing room (apodyterium). Room 1 has a
circular opening in the middle of its floor, once closed
probably by a metal plate, and was heated from below by the
praefurnium. The hypocaust floor in Room 2, excavated this
year, turned out to be of rather haphazard construction,
supported by irregularly disposed pili. The bathhouse was
probably first constructed, not in the mid Byzantine period (as
supposed in 2016), but in the Seljuk period. It was adjusted
and enlarged through Ottoman times. Finds in 2017 include
remarkable fragments of moulded plaster decoration from the
hot chamber, Room 2.

The South Agora at Aphrodisias is dominated by its pool (see photo above), partly excavated in the 1980s. Test trenches in
2012 revealed planting trenches for palm trees, and a five-year project – The Mica and Ahmet Ertegun South Agora Pool
Project – was completed this year, 2017. The excavation of the pool was supervised by Allison Kidd, Ben Russell and Andrew
Wilson, and generously funded by Mica Ertegun. 

The excavation of the pool was completed as planned in August and
brought a sharp light to bear on ancient and medieval life in the centre of the
site. The complex known as the South Agora was a sumptuous public park
laid out in the Tiberian period (AD 14–37) with a 170m-long ornamental
pool at its centre surrounded by palm trees and marble colonnades. The pool
was completely renovated in ca AD 500 and was kept functioning into the
early seventh century. It was then gradually filled in on both sides, with
successive layers of rubble and debris from the surrounding buildings. 

Dense and important finds came from the lowest of these layers, close to
the pool floor. The range is impressive: pottery, lamps, roof tiles, wooden
planks, marble architecture, statuary, inscriptions, bronze coins, reliquary
crosses, lead tablets, gold-glass ornaments and a variety of iron weapons.

Among several high-quality finds of marble portrait statuary – an
Aphrodisian speciality – two pieces are of special importance. A remarkably
preserved bearded male portrait head (right), probably of a provincial 
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Pool (centre) and Tetrapylon Street (in trees on right).

Seljuk bathhouse (foreground), Tetrapylon Street and
Propylon to the Sebasteion (behind and left).



The British Institute at Ankara (BIAA) supports, enables and encourages research in Turkey and the Black Sea region in a wide
range of fields including archaeology, ancient and modern history, heritage management, social sciences and contemporary
issues in public policy and political sciences. Founded in 1948, the BIAA was incorporated in the 1956 cultural agreement
between the Republic of Turkey and the United Kingdom. The BIAA is one of the British International Research Institutes (BIRI).
It has offices in Ankara and London, and a dedicated staff of experts from a wide variety of academic and cultural backgrounds.

The Institute’s premises in Ankara are maintained by a small administrative and research staff, and provide a research centre
for visiting scholars and students. The centre houses a library of over 65,000 volumes, research collections of botanical,
faunal, epigraphic and pottery material, together with collections of maps, photographs and fieldwork archives, and a
laboratory and computer services. 

The Institute uses its financial, practical and administrative resources to conduct high-quality research. The overall focus of
the research sponsored by the BIAA is on history, society and culture from prehistory to the present day, with particular
attention to the ideas of Turkey as a crossroads, Turkey’s interactions with the Black Sea region and its other neighbours, and
Turkey as a distinctive creative and cultural hub in global and neighbourhood perspectives. The BIAA supports a number of
projects grouped within its strategic research initiatives, which reflect current research concerns in the international and UK
academic communities. These are: Cultural heritage, society and economy in Turkey; Migration, minorities and regional
identities; Interconnections of peace and conflict: culture, politics and institutions in national, regional and international
perspectives; Anglo-Turkish relations in the 20th century; Climate changes and the environment; Habitat and settlement in
prehistoric, historic and contemporary perspectives; Legacy data: using the past for the future. The Institute also offers a
range of grants, scholarships and fellowships to support undergraduate to post-doctoral research.

The BIAA is an organisation that welcomes new members. As its role in Turkey develops and extends to new disciplines, it
hopes to attract the support of academics, students and others who have diverse interests in Turkey and the Black Sea
region. The annual subscription (discounted for students and the unwaged) entitles members to: copies of the annual
journal, Anatolian Studies, the annual magazine, Heritage Turkey, and newsletters; a 20% discount on BIAA monographs
published by Oxbow Books and a 30% discount on books relating to Turkey published by I.B. Tauris; use of the Institute’s
facilities in Ankara, including the hostel, research library of 65,000 volumes, laboratories, computer services and extensive
research and archival collections; attend all BIAA lectures, events and receptions held in London or elsewhere in the UK;
nominate candidates for and stand for election to the Institute’s Council; and discounts on Turkish holidays organised by
travel firms closely associated with the BIAA. Membership including subscription to Anatolian Studies costs £50 per year
(or £25 for students and unwaged).

To join the Institute, or for further information about its work, please contact us at biaa@britac.ac.uk | www.biaa.ac.uk
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governor, has the hairstyle and technique of the Theodosian

period (ca AD 400). It also bears a tiny covert Christian

three-letter inscription added by the sculptor on its neck

under or ‘behind’ the long beard: XMG. This is an

abbreviation of the Greek for ‘Christ was born to Mary’ and

marks emphatically the faith of the person writing it. 

The second find (right) is a masterpiece from the very

end of ancient statue production. It has a stubble beard, bald

skull and a Constantinopolitan ‘mop’ hairstyle of the early

sixth century AD. The portrait combines personal

truthfulness in its unflinching baldness with the best

contemporary fashion in its deeply drilled crown of curls.

Even the very last statues at Aphrodisias remained

undiminished in technique and effect.

A horse’s tail of blue-grey marble excavated on the south

side of the pool was an unexpected discovery. It was found to

join break to break to the rear of the blue-grey marble horse

and group of Troilos and Achilles excavated earlier in the

Basilica and now mounted in the Aphrodisias Museum. The

tail was carved in one piece with the body of the horse – a

bravura sculptural performance in a huge block of difficult

local marble. 

The 2017 campaign at Aphrodisias produced an

abundance of exciting finds on the street and in the pool, and

their excavation and thorough documentation were due to the

extraordinary hard work of our student team and local

workforce. Our government representative was Tarık

Güçlütürk from the Istanbul Archaeological Museum.

Aphrodisias was formally inscribed as a UNESCO World

Heritage Site at the 41st Session of the World Heritage

Committee held in Krakow, Poland, on 10 July 2017.
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Leaavving a legacy to the arkh Institute aBritis att Ankaraa

’The BIAA’s work in Turkey and the Black Sea region enables us to understand centuries of fascinating history and pre-history, and to locate 
the present and future in that context. But much remains to be uncovered, understood and shared. 

The future of the BIAA depends increasingly on the support of those who appreciate our work. O y y e this future 
is by leaving the BIAA a legacy. 

eirifegacies ofL ftten enable people to consider larger g ftts than might ev ssib feetime - but reg ess e, all legacies 
f, effare a simple ffeective and generous way to support the Institute’s wo k So ud ftt ge, in your Will, 

whether as a general donation or linked to a particular area e est. Y r g osit he e that futu e generations 
are able to explore, understand and enjoy the treasur of Tu key o. 

TToo discuss your possible interest in leaving a legacy o the BIAA lease ntact o M ge 020 7969 5 . Alternatively, 
you can visit the website at  http://biaa.ac po t-us/legacy. It can be s mp as writin a co to th W ll you have already 
made – guidance is also available on the website. 

ou fWhatever your decision, thank y foor tak o consider o uest.

ofPr feessor Stephen Mitchell
Chairman




